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OID BOHEMIA GATHOLLC

sir Qeorge Calvert, the riprat Lord Baltimore and a Cath-
olic, obtained 1in February 1631 from King Charles I a charter to
found & colony 1in America with church and state to be separate,
where men might live free from religlous intolerance and political
oppression. Before the charter could be sealed, gir George dled
on April 15, 1632. cecilius Calvert, for whom Cecill County was
named, then became the second Lord Baltimore and helr to his fath-
er's royal grant in America. Cecillus was largely responsible for
the execution of the plans which hls father had made, although he
never came to the colony.

Leonard Calvert, younger brother of Cecilius and the
first Governor of Maryland, after a perilous voyage in two small

‘ghips, the Ark and the Dove, led the colonlats ashore on March 25,

16%4, on Blackliston's Tsland, where Pather Andrew Whlte, S, J.
celebrated the first Mass in the colony of Maryland.

The splrit of tolerance which motivated the colonizatlon
of Maryland found & receptive soll 1In cecll County, 28 evidenced
by the number of sects represented there in the early days. The
church of England was established in 1692. Baptists settled on the
Welsh tract in the northeastern part of the county, and Quakers and
Pregbyterlans predominated 1in the northern sectlon. Augustine
Herman probably belonged to the puteh Reformed church, On Bohemla
Manor a peculiar sect known ag Labadists established thelr only col-
ony in Amerlca, while a settlement of Irish Cathollcs located atb
the head of Bohemla River. '

To the latter place ln the year 1704 ceme Father Thomas
Mansell, S. J. from Sb. Mary's County to found a Jesult mlsslon
which grew lnto the Church of ©b. Francis Zavler or 01d Bohemla,
the first Roman catholic church on the Eastern Shore of Maryland.
Oon July 10, 1706, Father Mangell obtained a patent for a tract of
1and contalning 458 acres under the name of St. 7averius, and to
this he added 335 acres in 1721 by purchasling the tract known as
a4, Inlgo, including part of Worsell Manor, from James Heath, the
father of John Paul Jeath, who founded the town of Warwlck near
which 01d Bohemia church is located. At that time Bohemla was
accessible both by 1land and water and offered advantages which were
influential in its selection as & center for mlsslonary enterorise,

Tn connectlon with at., Francls Zavler ¢hurch a school
known as Bohemla Academy was founded in 1745 by Father Thomas
Poulton. Among those who came to this school were John Carroll,
afterwards the first Cathollc Bishop in America, and his famous
cousin, Charles carroll, the last gurviving slgner of the Declar-
ation of Independence.

PROPERTY OF
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF CECI, COUNTY

\



This school was the only one in the colony under control
of any order of the catholic Church and 1t was patronized by many
of the leading Cathollc families of the colony. Tt was the fore-
runner of Georgetown Universlty in Washington, D. C., founded by
Bishop John Carroll 1n 1789 and the oldest Cathollc university 1in
the United States. Every vestige of the old gchool has long 8ince
disapoeared, but it 1is xmown that the bricks from 1ts walls were
used in constructing the rectory, now falllng into ruins by the
north side of the church.

A tablet has been orected to the memory of the early
fathers who labored at Bohemia and are nov burled in a plot atb the
rear of the church, The plot 1s overgrown by immense old boxwood
which has attailned a helght of seven or eight feet.

Tn course of time the Jesult activitles ghifted from
Bohemia to Baltimore and Washington and in 1899 the Jesulb Soclety
turned 01d Bohemla over to the Cathollc Dlocese of Wilmington,
which now embraces the entire Del-mar-va peninsula. After regular
gerviceg were discontinued the maintenance of the property began
to suffer and in February 195% the 01d Bohemla Historical Soclety
was formed under .the 1aws of Maryland for the purpose of restoring
and preserving the 0ld church.

01d Bohemia Church 18 located at the ond of a paved road
two mlles north of the town of Warwick. It 1s & large brlck bulld-
ing with a block tower, a slate roof, and four arched windows on
cach side containing 35 lights - seven high by five wide., The
bordering hoxwood has almost completely closed across the brick
walk leading to the front entrance.

Close by the south gide 1s the tomb of the celebrated
Kitty Knlght. It 18 covered by a marble alab bearing the inscrip-
tion: "In memory of Miss Gatherine Knight who died November 22,
1857, ' in her T9th year", The old cemetery contains also the graves
of Capt. Benedlct cpraddock and Capt. John A, Durkee,
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ST, STEPHEN'S EPTSCOPAL

L S ——

Following the accession of the Protestants King willliam
and Queen Mary to the British throne in 1688, Lord Baltimore, @&
Cathollc, was divested of his authority in the province of Maryland
and no longer had any part in the government of his colony. The
King having taken pogsession, 1in August 1691, sent out Lionel Copley
to be the first royal Governor. The Maryland colonists who were
members of the Church of England thereupon appealed to the Colonial
Agsembly "that thelr religious rights and liberties be gecured under
a Protestant Government", and the Agsembly, which was golidly Prot-
estant, passed the Vestry Act. .

This act was signed on June 9, 1692, by Governor Gopley,
whereby the ten exlisting countles were divided into thirty parishes.
A1l the terrltory which now constitutes Cecll County was placed 1n
one of these parlshes and called "North gaggafrax". The organlza-
tion of the parish was commenced 1n November 1692 and was completed
on January 10, 1693. Apn annual poll tax on each individual was fixed
at 40 pounds of tobacco, and all persons whatever thelr religlous
views were required to pay this tax to support the clerical estab-
1ishment. In 1763 the rax was reduced to 30 pounds of tobacco per
ennum, Tobacco Was then worth aboul five cents a pound.

Nothing is known of the history and locatlon of the meet -
ing house in which the fiprst Eplscopal congregatlon worshipoed in
North SasgsafraXx Parish, except that it was atanding as early as
1691, Soon after passage of the Vestry Act plans were made for a
permanent church near Earleville. One hundred acres of land were
purchagsd from William Ward for 5,000 pounds of %tobacco, and an
agreement was made with Casparus Herman for bullding a church of
brick or stone, 25 X 35 feet, with four windovs and with walls
twelve feet high. The cost was to be 18,000 pounds of tobacco.

There wes & long delay in obtaining the necessary mate-
rials, and consequently this church which stood on or near the slte
occupled by the present bulilding was not dedicated until 1705. At
that time it recelved the neme of 5t. stephen's, by which it has
been known ever since, although North gassafras 1ls the legal name
of the parlsh. After that portion of Cecll County north of Elk
River was erected into a gecond parish in 1706, North Sassairas
was 30 miles long and 16 miles broad and contalned about one thou-
sand taxables. :

The rector at the tilme gt . Stephen's parigh was created
was the Rev. Rlchard Sewell. He had been gent out to Maryland by
the Bishop of London and appolnted to the parish by Governor Fran-
ecig Nicholson. Dr. sewell resigned in 172% after having been in
charge of North Sassafras for more than 26 years.



He was succeeded by Tthe Rev. John Urmston, who proved to
be a man of such intemperate hablts that 1t was necessary to depose
him from his office. The vestry then petitioned the Governor Uo
gend them another rector, and in response he sent the Rev. Hugh
Jones, who took charge in 1731. He was a graduate of Oxford Unl-
versity and had served as chaplain of the College of Wwillliam and
Mary at williamsburg, Virginila.

Mpr, Jones was an ardent churchman and was caused much
annoyance by the Cathollcs, Presbyterlans, and Quakers living in
his area, Under hls leadership the parish reached i1tg ‘highest de-
gree of prosperity. He dled on September 8, 1760, at the age of
90, and lles buried at St. Stephen's with a marble slab marking the
alte of his grave, : :

The church wasg rebullt in 1737, and in 182% 1t was found
to be in an unsafe condition and wes then repaired. In 1878 it
underwent mejor alteratlons, at which time 1t was enlarged by add-
ing a new chancel, changling the form of the windows, and making it
Gothic in style by adding a high spire. Zach time that the church
was repalred the old pricks were used, 80 that the original bricks
were used in the present pbuilding, the oxterior of which 1s coated
with plaster.

During the Civil War 1t was suspected that arms might be
gecroted in the church by confederate sympathlzers, and on Frilday,
September 12, 1862, Provost-Marshal Bennett of Elkton conducted a
gearch of the building, but no arms were found.

. The church 18 one-half mile north of the village of Earle-
ville. It stands in a gpacious plot of ground with large boxwood
around it and a burying ground adjacent. By the north side of the
church is buried Dr. Thomas B. Veazey, who was one of ten physiclans
1iving in Cecil County at the time the United States census va s
taken in 1790.

The old records of the parish are carefully preserved and
contain much information, The church now has about 100 members and
the present rector is the Rev., Tracy F. Walsh.
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4T. MARY ANNE'S EPTSCOPAL

on account of the 1lncrease of population in Cecil County,
the General Assembly at the session of 1707 passed an act erecting
a second parish known as North Elk, which embraced all that part of
the county north of the Elk and east of the Susquehanna Rlver. Al-
though the legal name of this parish is North Elk, 1t has been called
&t. Mary Anne's Parish since the erection of the church at North
East which is. called by that neme. The early history of the parish
18 involved in obscurity due to the fact that all the records prior
to 174% were destroyed by fire.

The present church was built in 1742, although there 1ls
evidence that there was an older one on the same gite, which was prob-
ably built soon after the creation of North Elk Parish., It 1s known
that some time during the first nine years after 1t was created the
vestry sent a petition to the Bishop of london, under whoge care the
Egtablished Church 1in Maryland had been placed, praying for the gerv-
jces of a minister and o donation of books for use of the parish.

The petitlon stated that a church had been built and that the revenue
of the parish was about RA40 per annum; that the populatlon was a
mixed one and that all sorts of religioniprevailed among the people.

. 1t was probebly in response 4o this petition that Queen

Anne presented the vestry with a large Bible, which is one of the
treasured possessions of the church, This bible was printed at Oxford,
England in 1716 by John Baskett, who was the royal printer: The Queen
also presented a prayer book and communion vegsels which are highly
prized. The communion gllver was made in 1717,

The bishop wes unable to comply at once with the request
for a minister, and 1t was not untll 1722 that the first Eplscopal
minister in the person of the Rev, Walter Ross appears to have labored
regularly in: the perish, In 1724 the vestry petitioned the court for
a levy of flve pounds of tobacco per poll to enable them to finish an
addition to the church. The Rev., Walter Hackett was inducted into
the parish in 1733. In his first report he stated that his baptisms
were numerous, one of them being an Indian and four others colored
persons,

Mr, Hackett dled in 1735 ond was succeeded by the Rev.
William Wye, who took charge of the parish in the same year. Under
his administratlon the venerable old church now atanding was bullt.
On the corner stone of the church 1ls an inscription.which beglns
with the name of the rector and is followed by the initials of the
vestrymen of 1742, The names of the vestrymen were Henry Baker,
Nicholag Hyland, Zebulon Hollingsworth, Eaward Johnson, Thomas
Ricketts, and John Currer.

As a result of the zeal and success of the Methodists, the
spiritual affalrs of North Elk Parish langulshed to such an extent
that 1t was without a rector during the interval from 1801 to 1835.
part of this time the veslry hougse was used asg a school and on one
ocecaslon during the War of 1812 the church was used as a barrack
for o company of soldiers awaiting transportatlon to Baltlmore.

¢



Tt should be remembered thab after the Revolutlonary War the Estab-
1ished Church in Maryland had fallen upon evil days. since a major-
1ty of the clergy premained loyal to ¥ing George, most of them found.
11 expedient to leave the country. The Cathollcs, Baptists, Method-
1s%s8, Quakers, and other dissenters who had been forced to pay taxes
to meintain.the pival church were active in promotlng the feeling
agalnst the Eplscopacy.

The church is 2 well-constructed brick building gtanding
on South Maln street in the center of a gpacilous plot of ground which
1g enclosed on three gldes by o formldable granite wall, It has &
gambrel roof of the Dutch type, four windovs on each side with round
arches, and a bulls-eye window high in the west wall., A agquare tower
topped with a cupola wa.g added in 1904 by Robert Brookings as @& Memo-
rial to his father and mother and brother, who are puried in the
church-yard., Mr. Brookings, founder of the Brooklngs Tnstituion in
Wwashington, D. C., WaB born in the Fourth District of Cecll County
and recelved his education at West Nottingham Academy. '

Tn the church, on the south side of the altar, 18 buried
the Rev. Joseph Coudon, rector from 1787 %O 1792, He was the first
priest to be ordained by Bishop Willlam White in America. Mr, Coudon
wag also the first men to receive the degieo® of A, M, from ya.shington
College, Chestertovn, Maryland, after having been headmaster of the
Kent County School pefore Lt attalned the rank of a college., He was
succeeded 1n North Elk Parish by hlis son-in-1aw, the Rev. Willlam
Duke, a learned moxn of many interests, who resigned to become profes-
gor of modern languages ot St, John's College in Annapolis. M. Duk..
and hig only daughter, Hetly, 1ie burled near the side of the church.

— Other names connected with St. Mary Anne's are those of
Captain Jeremlah Baker and the Rev. Enoch K. Miller. The grave of
Captain Baker, & Revolutionary patriot, for whom one of the local
chapters of the D.A.R. jg8'named, 1is close to the west entrance to
the church, The Rev. Mp. Miller was rector srom 1874 to 1891 and

1g outstanding among the long 1ist of ministers. A tablet to his
memory has been placed on the north wall of the church. The Rev.
Giles B, Cooke followed Mr, Miller and served untll 1904, For meny
years he was the sole survivor of the staff of teneral Robert B, Lee

Thig church-yard is one of the oldest 1n Maryland. There
are many headstones bearing dates in the 1600's, which mark the
dates of birth of those buriled, snd there are crude field stones
- which are believed to indicate the graves of Susquehannook Tndlilans.



ST, AUGUSTINE EPLSCOPAL

The Manor Chapel, 1later renamed st. Augustine, located’
in the village of Augustine, 18 held in veneration not only for
1ts antiquity and for its history bub 5lso because 1t was the place
of worship of many of the county's early settlers on Bohemlia Manor
and the surrounding ared. The official records date back to 1692,
and 1t was without doubt one of the thirty churches paying tlthes
to the Bishop of Tondon in 1690--two years hefore passage of the
Vestry Act.

. Ag was often the case with the early parish churches in
Maryland which had a popular as well as an official name, 80 the
Manor Chapel, later the Manor church, was also called S, Augustine
Church, The name at,. Augustine applied to the church and parlsh
seems bo have been chogen ag a permanent memorial to Augustine Her-
man, Lord of Bohemlia Manor, although the term might naturally have
suggested 1t9elf as an appropriate one, belng that borne by the
great Christian Father of the early centuries. .

The parish,records contain nNo descriptlon of the original
chapel, According +o the decision of the vesiry, which met at the
Manor Chapel on November 10, 1733, & new chapel was to be bullt "ab
or near the place where the old Chapel now gtands". Even at that
sarly date (1733%) the chapel which was then standlng was consildered
old. At that tlme the vestry made an agreement with John Bubenhlmeé
and James Bayard for the building of a new chapel at & cogt of 55, 000
pounds of tobacco. 1t was to be 30 X 40 feet in the clear with a
seml-clrcular chancel having & radius of ten feet. It was not untll
August 6, 1761, slxteen years after completion of thls briek church
that Benjamin Sluyter deeded to the vestry, ot a prlce of 400 pounds
of tobacco, two acres of land for the mew church and for & burying
ground. This ground was & part of the original Labadee tract.

Tn 1741 Andrew Rider accepted the office of gexton of the
Manor Chapel. The vestry in thalt year drew an order on the sherlff
for 40 shlllings with which {o pay him for one year's attendance,

T 1744 St. Augustline parish was set off from St. gtephen's
Parish and embraced all the reglon between the Bohemla and BElk rlvers
or the northern part of St. atephen's Parlsh.

From its inceptlon St. Auvgustine Parlsh stood 1n close
relation %o St. gtephen's. From 1t came +the clergy officlating in
gt. Augustine church up to the time of the Revolutlonary War. The
Rev. Hugh Jones, @ gzealous churchman and & atrong partlsan of the
Lord Proprietary, was rhe Tirst rector of the brick church erected
in 1733, and also yhe Tirst rector to assume charge of St. Augusbline
Parish after 118 organization. He was succeeded by the Rev. Josgeph
Mather, and following the latter's resignation the Rev. Philip Read-
ing was presented by Governor Rden in 1774. He remained in charg®
until 1776 when the Establlished churches in Maryland were closed by
the war with Greab Britaln.



puring the Britlish invasion of Cecll County in August of
1777 e divislon of Hesslans and secoteh Highlanders under General
Knyphausen crossed the Elk River and encamped for & ghort tlme near
g%, Augustine Church, the windows of which they destroyed. Follow-
ing this desecratlon and with disruptlon of the congregation, the
0ld church was permitted to fall into ruins and f£inally no ‘trace

of it remalned. .

There seems to be no record extant which gives the date
of when the present chapel was erected. The earliest event of
record Ls that of May 1, 1838, when the Rev. I. P. Bausman was
engaged by the vestry as rector of the church for one year at a
salary of $100. The church was therefore erected prior %o that .
date, Whatever the age of Bt. Augustine ot the time, 1Lt was con-
scerated on November 30, 1841, by Bishop Willlam R. Whittingham.

About 1892 activitles aiminilshed and ceased entirely a’b
51, Augustlne. Ap annual service was neld for a few congsecutive
years and finally the church w238 closed. In 192% the RevV. John
Fredrik Virgln agsumed charge of St. Augustine and Trinlty parishes
jointly. He 1mmediately becamo interested in g%, Augustine and be-
gan the work which ended in the restoratlon of the church building.
At that time practically the entire structure was rebuilt. It was
re-dedicated on October ok, 1926 by the Right Rev. George W. Daven-
port, BlshoD of the Diocese of Easton. ‘

The present church stands in the midst of large locust
ond maple trees. It 18 & frame bullding about 25 bY 35 feet with
a bell tower. Tt has three windows on each glde and two windows
and the entrance at the west end. The ceillng 18 arched and the
nave is divided by box pews wlth awinglng doors. The chancel 18
rectangular in shape and contains an altar which was added in 1891.

In the cemetery gurrounding the church on three aldes
are both marked and unmarked graves of members of the early fam-
11i.es of Bohemla Manor. Among the army officers burled there 18
Col. Edward Oldham, who served in the Continental Army under Gen-
cral Greene, He was & descendant of Augustine Herman, o, brave
soldier, and a member of "The Soclety of the ¢incinnati'. His
gravestone glves the date of hls death as November 4, 1798.



TRINITY EPLSCOPAL

TPrinity Church, Tlkton, is the of fapring of historlc
North Elk Parish, whose origin dates back to 1706 and whilch in-
cluded within 1ts bounds all of cecil County north of the Elk
River.

A cormecting 1ink between the mother parish and Trinity
church is the Rev. 7illiem Duke, who took charge of North Elk par-
{sh in 1793, gucceeding his father-in-law, the Rev. Joseph Coudon,
who had served a8 curate for two years previous to his ordinatlon
in 1789. The Rev., Mr, Duke continued as rector of North Elk par-
1gh for three years, after which hls energles were devoted to edu-
catlional work. puring the greater part of the time bhetween 1796
and his death 1in 1840 at the age of 8% he was & pegident of Cecll
County. He taught a gchool on Bow atreet in Elkton and at one time

was principal of the Elkton Academy.

, The old St. Mary Anne's Church 1n North E=st was, in
theory, the parish church of those in the vicinity of Elkton who
adhered to the Eplascopal faith, but there was no rector of the
parish from 1801 down to 1835. In this era of weaknesgs and de-
presslon the church people of Elkton felt impelled to take some
actlon looklng toward the securing of a rector or of some one Who
could glve personal attention to the needs of the work at hand.

Farly in the year 1832 an orgenizatlon was effected under
the neme of "Trinity onurch", the original vyestrymen being James '
gewall, Zebulon Rudulph, Samuel Hollingsworth, Henry Hollingsworth,
Henry Andrevs, Rowland Ellle, apd Thomas S. Thomas. The Convention
of the Diocese of Meryland, under date of June 1, 18%2, gave 1ts
consent to the formation of a separate congregation in Elkton.

The lot upon which the first Tpinlty Church was erected was deeded
to the vestry by Samuel Hollingsworth and his wife, Ellin North
Moale, on August 8, 1832, and 2 church ediflce was soon completed.
This was a frame building with the chancel at the northwesgtern end,
which is the reverse of its present position,

The first rector of Trinity Church was the Rev., Willliam
Henry Reese. He was succeeded by the Rev. Henry Lyon Davis, and
he by the Rev. Benry Willlams, who h=d charge of both Trinlty and
North Elk Parish., From 1841 to 1858 the Rev. Robert Lloyd Golds-
borough held the rectorship, and then in guccesslon came the Rev.
Rlchard H, Waters, the fev. R. H. B. Mitchell, the Rev. Ww. D.
Mitchell, and the Rev. Henry A. Skinner. In 1880 the rectorshlp
wes assumed by the Rev, William schouler, who terminated hls active
ministry 1in May 1917, after serving Pprinlty Church for 37 years.

To the Rev. Mr. Waters is largely due credit for erectlon
of the Gothlc edifice a4 the corner of Bridge and Maln gtreets 1in
Elkton where Trinity congregation has worshipped since 1866, The
church was congecrated by the Right Rev. John B. Kerfoot, Bisghop of
PLtteburgh, on Sb. Rarnabas' Day (June 11), 1867,



Tn 1871 Trinity Parish was erected, taking in not only
the town of Elkton but the entire eastern portion of the former
North Elk Parish,

Through the efforts of the women of the church the parish
was provided with a rectory in 1877. 1In the intervening years it
hasg undergone consilderable enlargement and jmprovement. The church
building also h=as undergone varilous alterations, notably after it
was partlally destroyed by fire on January 12, 1895. Followlng 1lis
renovation at that tlme the church was re-congecrated on July 5,
1896, Trinity parish house was erected in 1904,

Trinity Church contalins many ltems which are memorials
to former members. Practically every article of furnishing 1s a
memorial gift, and there are also a number of memorial windows and
tablets.

A gketch of Trinity Church is incomplete without a record
of the bullding of St. Andrew's Goldsborough Memorial Church ab
Andora, about slxX miles north of Elkton., Thls churech had 1ts 1in-
ceptlon in a sgervice held by the Rev. Wwilliam Schouler 1n Andora
schoolhouse on Aprlil 15, 1888, steps were taken on that occaslon
to organize a Sunday gchool. and in the initiation of the work and
i1ts subsequent malntenance for many years the rector had the ald of
Dr. George A. Steele, who served as guperintendent and lay reader.

Through the glft of a lot by Mr, and Mrs. John W, Quien,
of Andora, the way was opened for the erection of a church, and on
the afternoon of September 4, 1894, the cornerstone of st , - Andrew's
church wasg lald with appropriate gervices. The church was opened
for service for the first tilme on Easter Day (Aprlil 14) 1895, and
was consecrated on October 18, 1900.

‘ : Oowing to a change in the populatlon and character of the
people in the community, it was necessary to discontinue regular
service in St. Andrev's church about 1925.

3



ST, MARK'S EPISCOPAL

susquehanne Parilsh ig in the northwestern coruer of the
Diocese of Easgton. T4 1s bounded on: the north by Penmaylvania, 00
the east by Princlplo creek, on: the gouth by Chesapealke Bay, and
on the wesat by the Susquehanne Rlver. ‘

gt. Mark's, the parlsh church, is in the extreme southern
end of the parlsh, west of the town of Alken on & paved slde road
about one-quarter mile: off the main highway (U. S. #002) leading
from Perryville %o Port Deposit. It gtands on rising ground and
commoends a superb view of the Chesapeake Bay.

Although St, Mark's 1ls over 100 years old, Susquehanna
Parish did not come 1nto oxlstence untll 1913, Prior to that year
1t wes a part of North Elk Perish, which was orected in 1706, With
the exception of a ama 11l chapel whlch atood near Battle gwamp and
was the property of the Church of England long before the Revolutlon-
ary VWar, there 15 no record of any other church bullding erected by
the Episcopal Church 1n what is now Susquehanmna. Parish untll 1844,

Under the leadershlp of the Rev. Robert L. Goldsborough,
who became rector of North Elk Parish in 1841, the flrst building
was erected as a "chapel of ease" to St. Mary Anne's Church in North
Eost, in order %o provide a place where servlces might be held for
o number of familles 1iving i the vicinity of Perryville and Port
Deposit who found 1% impossible %o tyravel the nlne to twelve mlles
to St. Mary Anne's. The 1and was donated by the Migses Gale, who
were large land owners in the neighborhood, and their private burial
ground was incorporated in the present gemetery at St. Mark's. All
who helped in bulldling the chapel were 1o have lots in the cemetoery.

The corner stone was laid on April 3, 1844 by the Bishop
of Meryland, the ReV. william R. Whittinghem, and in December of the
game yeayr the fiprat service was conducted by the Bishop's brother, -
Richard Whittingham, Jr., who was at that time & candidate for Holy
Orders end a lay reader by appolntment of the Bighop. After the
ordination of Mr, Whittingham he becane asglstant to Mr. Goldsborough
and had charge of 8%, Mark's Chapel for geveral years. vhen he was
called to the rectorship of a parish on Long Tgland, no other assliat-
ant wes secured for Mr., Goldsborough and he carried om the work alone.
This work included Elkton, for although Trinity Parish had. . separated
from North Elk in 1832, Mr. Goldsborough was asked to take charge
of Trinity as well as North Elk Parish.

The 1ittle chapel wag. soon found tO be too smell end about®
1866 o new chancel and two more windows were added, making four on
each side. For about 20 years after Mr. Goldsborough's resignablon
there were froquent .changes 1n the rectorship, and then in 1874 the
Rev. Enoch K, Miller accepted a call o North Elk Parilsh, where he
gerved with marked success for 1T years. '
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Upder Mr. Miller's successor, the Rev. Giles B, Cooke (1891-
1904), St. Merk's went forward. Between 1896 and 1900 various improve-
ments were made. A bell was given to the chapel by Bt. Matthew's
Church, of New York City, & furnace wes installed, and a plpe organ
wes put in. The windows Were enlerged end plain glass was replaced
by stalned.

Tn 1898 the Guild of 5t. Mark's undertook the building of
a. parlish house in the town of Perryville, to be uged for Sunday School
classes, parish gatherings, and for meetings of various orgenlzatlons.
The parish house was built the followlng year and is about a mile and
helf from the church.

, Tn 1913 St. Merk's was divided from North Elk and Susque-
henna Parish was created. at. Merk's was in lts 70th year when 1%
ceaned to be a chapel oand became St. Mark's church. The Rev. J. Gibson
cantt (1904-1906) had gucceeded Mr. Cooke as rector, but resigned be-
cause the North Elk Parish was too large for one man to adminlater.
Being femiliar with oxlsting conditions, Mr. Gentt was largely instru-
mental in obtalning approval of a petition for division of the parish
when the questlon was brought before the Dlocesan Gonyention-in 1913.

The first rector of susquehanna, Parlsh was the Rev. Clarence
M. Conant, who remalned for only one year. gucceeding rectors were
the Rev. Henry Chamberlalns, the Rev, Paul Willlams, the Rev. R, M. D.
Adams, and the Rev, Jamea Warpren Albinson. During Dr. Albinson's min-
1atry a new. parish house was erected near the church in order that its
acetlvities might be concentrated 1ln one 10cation, The old one in
Perryville is now ueged for regular church servlices.

The pregent rector, the Rev, L. Mark Brewster, came to the
parish in 1949,

e



BRICK MEETING HOUSE

The distinction of being the oldest house of religlous
worship standling within the present borders of Cecil County belongs
to the Brick Meeting Houseo. This historlc 1ondmark 18 ab Calvert,
on Route 273, aboub midway between Blue Ball and Rising Sun. Prlor
4o 1878, when the name calvert wes adopted by the U, 5., Post Office
Department, the vlllage was known as Brick Meeting House or BEasgb
Nottingham,

This location was gelected by William Penn when in.-company
with some of his followers he visited the sectlon in the spring of
1701, During this viglt he is sald %o have indicated an elevatlon
from which the land slopes away in all directlons as & "1ikely spot
for the worship of God" and at that tlme he dedicated forty acres
of land for the combined purpose of public worshlp, the right of
burial, and the privilege of education, This verbal declaratilon
was the only title by which the property was held until 1765, when
a deed was glven by Thomas and Richard Penn, who were then proprie-
tors of the province of Pennsylvenis. The land wes not wlthin the
dome.in of the Penns, &8 the establishment of the Mason end Dlxon
Line was soon %o demonstrate, but the title has always been rocog-
nized as & valid one. o

The early meetings of the Friends were held 1n the home
of James Brown, He and his brother Willlam were ministers of the
gospel who had migrated from New Castle, Delaware, and were ploneer
gettlers in this naeighborhood. The first publlce meeting house was
erected in 1706. The date 1s disclosed 1n the journal of Thomas
Chalkley, an Engllsh Quaker, who glves an sccount of his travels in
the province of Marylaend in the year 1706 and rocords (page 44):
"Apout thlis time also was built o meeting house at a place celled
Nottingham, which is & large meetlng and increanes greatly",

The bullding wasg conatructed of hewn chestnut and poplar
logs and was roofed with slate obtalined from somewhere along the
Octoraro Creek, The brick portion of the building was added in
1724, the bricks belng burned in:a kiln not far from the meetling
house, 1In 1751 the woodwork was destroyed by fire, and during the
next year the south end was torn out and replaced. by & stone addl-
$ion which doubled the capaclty of the original structure. Although
one-half of the walls of the old house are stone 1% still retalns
its name of "Brick Meetlng House",

Inside 1% hes o movable partltlon which may -be used %o
divide the bullding 1nto two rooms, and 118 gallery with benches
for alaves gserves as o gtriking reminder that the institution of
glavery once exlsted in Cecil Gounty. The records of Nottingham
Monthly Meeting slnce 1739 are preserved, but the Soclety of Friends
at celvert L8 no longer actlve and the ancient meeting house 18
beginning %o show signs of neglect and deterioration.
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In April 1778 a detachment of General Willlam smallwood's
American troops occupied the Brick Meeting House and converted 1t
into a hospltal for the gick and wounded soldiers who had been dis-
abled in the campalgn in New Jersey. Lt was used for this purpose
for about three months. During this time the Friends worsghipped
in o nelghbor's barn, Although as a mabter of principle the Quakers
opposaed war, they were willing to do thelr part and treated the
aoldiers with much kindness, glving them food and blankets, and 1in
other ways contributing to thelr comfori.

While the meeting house vas being used a8 a hospltal
twenty-eight Continental soldlers died and were buried in the ad-
jolning cemetery nov known as Rosebonk. In honor of these men the
old door step, & native stone, was token from the wegt door of the
brick end of the bullding and converted into & memorial marker
which was unvelled on Memorial Day, 1930. Tt bears the followlng
inscriptlon: .

nin memory of the unknown soldiers
buried at Brick Meeting House whlle
1t wes used as a hoepltal in 1178,
Erected by the Frlends, the D.A.R.
of Cecil County, American Leglon,
and the Calvert Woman's Glub,"

Oone of the most noted names asgociated with this local-
ity is that of Marquis de lafayette. On Apeil 11, 1781, Lafayette
with an army of 1200 men left the Hoad of Blk and marched to Brlok
Meeting House, which was reached about sunsget. After cemping that
night in the surrounding woods they crossed the Susquehenns River
on the following day atb Bald Friar Ferry en route to Baltlmore and
Yorktown, Virginla. :

1t was at East Nottingham that Benjamin Chandlee gettled
in 1714 and eatablished a clock making business whlch was carried
on by his sons and grandsons until about 1816, Durlng this tlme
the firm of Chandlee and Sons. of Nottingham‘attalned a skill in
the mamufacture of clocks, compasses, and other sclentiflc instru-
ments which was not gurpagged by any other firm in Amerlics.
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HEAD OF CHRISTTIANA PRESBYTERIAN

-

About & mile and a half west of Newark, Delaware, on the
Nottingham Road, stands +he Head of Christlana Church. It is located
at the foot of a slope, surrounded by large maple trees, with an
old cemetery on the north side extending to the highway. Although
the church is about 200 yards cagt of the Maryland 1line in Delaware,
many of lts founders 1ivod in New Munster, Cecll County, and it 18
therefore appropriate that 1t should be included among the churches
of that county. -

Head of Christiana 1s 80 called becauge it is near the
head of Christiana dpeek. 1In the early part of the last century
the name was spelled Head of Christianna, and a stone get in the
gsouth wall of the present edifice spells it that way. The name 18
reminiscent of the gwedish settlers who gailed up the Delaware River
until they came to Mlnquas ¢reek, which they named in honor of thelr
Queen, Christina. Later 14 became Christiana. A reminder of the
first name is still heard when the church 18 poferred to locally
a8 Head of Christlne.

A Presbyterian congregation was organized here gome tilme
prior to 1708, by a few persons who had previously worshipped at
New Castle, Delaware, and thelir first meeting house was probably
built in that year. T4 was a log buildlng and stood in that part
of the cemetery where now 1ies the grave of the first pastor, the
Rev, George Gillespie. No description of this bullding has been
pregerved, but it was probably very much 1ike other very early
Presbyterian churches which had no flre-places, were poorly lighted
by windows, and often did not have even a floor.

The original members, who were inured %o hardships be-
couse they nearly all lived in rude log cabling, were descendants
of the Swedes and Dutch and largely of gcoteh-Irish immigrants who
hed fled from persecution in thelr homelands and brought with them
thelr failth and strong religlous convictions.

Mr. Gillespie, the first pastor, wes installed on May 28,
171%, He wes born in Glasgov, geotland, in 1683, was & graduate of
the University there, and came 4o Amerdca when he was 29 years old.
He labored among this congregation for 47 years untll his death on
January 2, 1760. During hls minlstry the original log church was
replaced by a brick church in 1750. An accurate description of this
building 1s not avallable, although it 1ls beliecved that the entrance
was from the south slde (Just the opposite of the pregent: puilding)
and that it was reached by a 1long flight of stalrs %o the door.
From early records 1% appeers that there siX elders, equally di-
vided among New Castle County, Delaware, Chester County, Pennsyl-
venia, and Cecll County, Maryland, the two Cecil County elders
being Andrew Wallace and David Alexander,

/
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The first recorded members of the church, apart from the
elders, were Abran Emmet and hls two sons, who later were among the
founders of Rock Presbyterian Church in 1720, Some former menmbers
of Head of Christlana were also among those who were instrumental 1in
eatablishing a Presbyterian Church in Elkton in 1833.

The second pastor was the Rev. John Mc¢cCrery, o graduate
of Princeton.College., He was ingtalled on May 10, 1769, A few years
after his installation the American Revolutlon broke out and the ‘
pastor and his members gave loyal alleglance to the Colonial cause.
Mpr, McCrery served for 31 years until his death on June 18, 1800,

A conslderable period of +ime often elapsed in: those days before a
vacant pulpit could be f£illed, because 1t was & difficult matter to
seecure & new pastor, and 1t was not until 1812 that the third pastor,
the Rev. Andrew K. Russell, wos installed.

on Sunday, Meawch 14, 1858, as the congregatlion: wa.g a.gsoemb=
1ing, thelr church was totally destroyed by fire, the cause of which
was never definltely determined, Plans. were made at once to rebulld
and the present large and commodious brick building was the resulb.

T4. hag a social hall in- the basement and omn: each glde of the upper
floor are four handsome stained gless windows,

Tn the cemetery here is buried George Johnaton, the dis-
tingulshed author of the History of .Cecil County. :

G



ROCK PRESBYTERIAN

The early settlera of the northern part of Cecil County
were Scotch Presbyterians who had been driven by pergsecution and
oppression from Scotland to Treland and from Ireland to Amerilca.,
They commenced emigrating to this country at the beginning of the
18th century. The chief landing places were Philadelphia and New
castle, Delaware, and from these ports they gcattered throughout
Pennsylvanla, Delaware, Maryland, and as far south as North Carollna.
Tn the wild wilderness of America they sought religlous freedom and
found it. Though wildely scattered they soon erected meeting houses
and traveled many miles for the purpose of worshlip.

In the spring of 1720 the only Presbyterian church 1n
Cecil County was one at the head of Broad Creek, on Bohemia Manor,
which was organized by a few Scotch emlgrants who had gettled in
that neighborhood. Its only pastor was the Rev. Alexander Hutcheson,
a Scotch-Irish Presbyterian, who was installed in 1723. During most®
of his pastorate he was directed by the Presbytery to supply the
church on Elk River, as the Presbyterian congregation in northern
Cecil was then called. The Bohemia church appears o have become
extinet by 1740,

what 1s now known as the Rock Church was founded in 1720
by members of the Head of Christiana living 1in New Munstar who wished
o echurch nearer their homes., Ior a short time this congregatlon was
supplied by the Rev, George Glllesple and other minilgters of the New
Castle Presbytery until in 1724 they secured thelr first pastor, the
Rev. Joseph Houston. Like most of the early Presbyterian ministers,
“ he was a native of Ireland.

Their first meeting house was located at the stone grave-=
yard at Lewlsville, Chester County, Pa., and was probably a small
log house with no floor, MO fireplace, and a few amall windows.

The bencheg and pews were supplied by the members according to thelr
own tastes and means.

For nearly 100 years thils church was the only place of
worship where the people of the entire community agsembled for that
purpose, In going to church they elther rode on horseback or walked.
Tt was not unusual to walk 8 or 10 miles to church. The people were
widely scattered and oreachers were scarce and the amount of preach-
ing at any one place during a year was small, When they all came
together 1t was important to hear as much as possible; hence the
sermons were long, usually over an hour, and there were two of them
in a day with an hour or half-hour interval for lunch.

Tn 1739 George Whiltefield, the English evangellst, came to
America and preached to lmmense crowds. His preaching had the effect
of dividing the Presbyterian congregatlons throughout the colonies
into two distinet groups known as the 1o1q Side" and the "New Side",
the latter name being given to those who adhered to the doctrines of
Whitefield. The Rock congregation, llke many others, was split by
the controversy that arose from Whitefield's preachling, and a "New
Side" was organized in 1741, This led to the erectlon of a second
meeting-house in that year In sharp's cemetery, about a mile north
of Fair H11l, Very 1little is known of this church except that 1%
wag a Trame bullding covered with ¢clavboards. What became of the
building 1is not known. When & reconciliation of the two sldes was
accomplished in 1761 the re-united congregation continued to use the
Sharp's meeting-house for a short time. '
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During part of the time of the division of Rock Church the
Rev. James McDowell had charge of the 191d Side" branch which contin-
ued to worshlp in the old church at the graveyard near Lewlsville.
M. McDowell taught a classical aschool at hls realdence about a mile
gsouthwest of Lewlsville., Thls achool was removed to Newarlk, Delaware
in 1767, and was the germ from which sprang Delaware College and the
University of Delaware.

The "New Side" congregation was without a pastor for eleven
years until they obtained the services of the Rev. James Finley, who
vas installed in 1752. lr, Finley also had charge of the Presbyter-
1an church in Elkton for a few years after he became pastor of Roclk
church, but this pastoral relatlon was dissolved in 1760, probably
on account of the reunion of the old and new gides of the origlnal
Rock congregation which took place in the followlng year. Mr. Finley's
connection with Rock church extended over a period of thirty years,
during much of” which he resided on the White Hall farm near Andora,
or Poplar Hill as 1t was formerly called.

Tt was during Mr. Finley's pastorate that the present church
was erected by the united congregation, as shown by a petltion which
Robert Mackey and George Lawson presented to the court in 1766 stating
that the congregation had purchased a plece of land from David Elder
and Michael Wallace near where the I1ttle Elk Creek crosses bthe road
leading from Newark to Falr Hi1ll and had erected thereon a meeting-
house Tor public worship, They asked that the house be registered 1in
accordance with an act of the British Parliament which required that
all places of public worshlp be registered with the civil authoritles.

After Mr., Finley was released with great reluctance the
Rock church was without a stated pestor Tor 26 years, during whlch
they depended upon gupplies; often they had no preaching for monthg
at a time. In 1803 the church needed a new roof and other repalrs,
and such was the poverty of the congregatlon that they obtained an
act of the General Assembly authorlzing them to ralse money for this
purpose by means of a lottery, but there is no record that the plan
wag ever put into effect.

After being without a pastor for 26 years the congregatlon
gave a call to the Rev. Robert Graham, who was ingtalled in December
1809 and served until his death on November 5, 1835.

The Rock church was remodeled 1n 1844 and again in 1872
and 1900. It 1s a handsome Gothlc atone structure which stands on
the bank of the Little Elk Creek on U. 5. Route 27%. It has pews of
grained ash with walnut trimmings, a walnut pulplt, and gtalned
glass windows. A well equipped church house was bullt by the slde
of the main bullding at a cost of 813,000 in 1953 and dedilcated on
September 27th of that year.

Few churches have had such a variety of names as the Rock.
Tt was at first called the New-Erection on the Branches of the Elk
River, then Elk River, Great Elk, Upper Elk, and Elk, The first
time that the name "Rock'" appears upon the records is October 1787.
Then it is seen no more until 1793, from which time to the present
this has been the only name, By act of the General Assembly of Mary-
land in 1801 it was incorporated as the Rock Presbyterian Church in
North Milford Hundred, Cecil County, State of Maryland,

The present pastor 1ls the Rev. James Albert Junker, who
was installed on July 25, 1954,
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LEEDS METHODIST CHURCH

JOHN WILSON COMES TO AMERICA

The history of Leeds Church begins with the coming of John
Wilson to Cecil County in the year 1804. Mpr., Wilson wes a native of
Yorkshire, England, where he had learned the art of making broadcloth.
He was brought to America by the Cecil Manufacturing Company which
had been organized in 1794 %o napufacture woolen goods and had bullt
s stone mill on the Little Elk opeek about one-helf mile above the
gite of the present Marley Mlll. The foundation of this old factory
may still be seen along the branch 1ine of the B & O Railroad which
follows the course of the 1ittle Elk northward from Childs: Statlon.

THE OLD STONE CHURCH

Mr, Wilson waes not only a menufacturer of fine cloth but
ne was also a preacher of the soclety known as Independent Preshyter-
fans. After locating in Cecil County he gave to the settlement
which grew up around hls factory the name of New Leeds in honor of
his native clty of Leeds, England, With the asslstance of the people
in the neighborhood he bullt a stone church in 1812 and served as 118
pastor until his death in 1830, |

This church was substantially bullt of native stones wlth
walls 18 inches thick. 1In outside dimensions 1t was 35 feet long
and 30 feet wide, There were two windows in the front and two im
the rear and one in: each end. The windows had upper and lower sashes
each containing 12 panes of glags and they were protected by outside
shutters. The shingled roof was pierced by a chlmmey at each end of
the ridge, and a high pulplt stood agalnst the rear wall,

THE WILSON FAMILY

The remains of the Rev. John Wilson and of his wife, Hannah,
repose in the old church-yard at New Leeds, but the exact location
1s not known, Thelr daughter, Martha, who married Jacob Price of
Cecll County, is buried there and her grave ls marked by a well pre-
served stone. lr., Wilson had- two other daughters, Hannah, and Sarah,
and three sons, Joseph, a Presbyterian minlster, William ¥W., & Tarmer,
and John G.,, & Methodls?® minlaster.

Tn 1816 Miss Sarah Wllson organized in the New Leeds church
a Sunday School which was the first in Maryland outslde of Baltlimore
City. A granlte monument honoring her now atands 1lm the cemetery at
Leeds and bears the inscription: "peppetuating the memory of a godly
woman and & noble work, the outcome of which will only be known at
the great judgment'.

METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH ORGANIZED

When John Wilson died in 1830, his son, the Rev, John G.
Wilson, succeeded him as pastor of the independent church at New Leeds
and served until 1839, During the gon's pastorate & revival service
was held at whlch he was asslsted by the Rev, Frederick Stiler, who
was the conference misslonary of the newly formed Methodist Protest-
ant Church. It was through the influence of Mr, Stler that a Meth-
odlst Protestant congregation was organized at New leeds in 1839,
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and the Rev. Reuben Tyler Boyd was agsigned as 1ts first pastor.
This denomination was only eleven years old at the time
the New Leeds Church became affiliated with it. Democracy wag an
outstanding princlple in the new church and denomination, The laymen
were glven a volce in the affalrs of the church and ministers had
the right of appeal from all undesirable appolntments. Leeds was
gubsequently made & part of Cecil Circuit of the Maryland Annual
Conference and was associated with Bay View, Bethel, Mt. Olivet,
and Moore's Chapel. One minlster, who resided at Bay View, served
the five churches and consequently services were held at each charge
only on alternate Sundays. -

Tn 1855 the New Leeds Church and burlal grounds were
deeded by the Rev. John @, Wilson and wife 1o three trustees, Enos
scarborough, Andrew Harvey, and John T, Gallaher, thelr heirs and
assigns forever, in trust for the use. of any church or soclety of
Christlans. '

The church was lncorporated on May 2, 1863. The board of
trustees had consisted of three memberg. Under the charter the new
hoard was composed of the minister and seven members. The charter
was emended on March 7, 1913%, to change the time of electing trustees
and to give women as well as men the right to vote for trustees. It
was further amended on March 2%, 1932, to change the number of members
required to suthorlze the trustees to buy, gell, transfer, or improve
the church property.

Religlous services vWere held in the old stone church for
75 years from 1812, For the first 26 years the services were con-
ducted by the 1ndependent organizatlon and after 1839 by the Method-
igt Protestant denomination. ‘ :

NEW _GHURCH BUILT

About 1879, during the minlstry of the Rev. Charles T.
Cochell, the bullding of & new church on a different site was agl-
tated but the sentiment in 1ts favor did not eppear gufficlent. to
justify the effort, put in 1885 under the pagtorate of Dr. David A.
shermer definite steps were taken towards the erection of a new
church building. A bullding committee was formed with Judge James
McCauley as chairman. At the sollcitation of Mr. George W. Chllds,
operator of Marley Paper Mill, Mr, Anthony Drexel of Philadelphia
donated an acre of ground for & church lot. The cornerstone of the
new edifice was lald on Thanksglving Day, 1885, the Rev. Willlam S,
Hemmond officiating. The contract Tor bullding the church was glven
+o William D, Haddock and the work was completed in about three years.
The new church was dedlcated on February 3, 1889, and o thalt occa-
sion the Rev. John E. T, Ewell preached the sermon.

- Leeds Church is located on the Blue Ball Roed four mlles
north of Elkton and stands on a ridge of high ground overlooking the
valley of the Little 1k Creek and the rolling hille beyond. The
1ocation is outstanding among the churches of Cecill County. It is a
frame structure with a bell tower and slate roof; the main auditor-
jun Ls 55 feet by 34 feet, and an annex 18 20 feet by 32 feet. The
church has a seating capaclty of approximately 400 persons.
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LEEDS CIRCUIT FORMED

The Leeds church withdrew from Cecil Clircult in 1901 and
in conjunction with Moore's Chapel formed Leeds Glrcult. This was
done in order that services might be held at all the churches every
Sunday. A parsonage was built at Leeds for the accommodation of
the minister. The parsonage lot contalns an acre of ground, Durlng
the 61 years that Leeds was connected with Cecil Clrcult 28 minigters
gerved the charge, and during the 38 years that Leeds Circuit was in
oexlastence there were 20 pastors.

lLeeds lost its identy as a Methodlst FProtestant organlza-
tion when the Maryland Conference of that denomination ceased to
exist upon the unificatlion of the three branches of the Methodist
Church in 1939. It is now one of seven churches comprising Cecil
United Parish of the Peninsula Methodist Conference., The other
churches are Calvert, Ebenezer, Lewlsville, Moore's Chapel, Unilon,
and Zion. The present minister in charge of the parish ls the Rev.
Perry O, Hill, who resldes at Zlon. : :

Tn the fall of 1952 a social hall was erected at the rear
of Leeds church, and this addition was dedlcated on Sunday, Novem-
ber 1, 1953.

MINISTERS ON LEEDS CIRCUIT

The twenty minlsters who served Leeds Glircult were:

Edward P. Perry.......cecoeoee . 1901-1902
James Thomas Lassell, D. D....1903-1904
Phillip Waxter Crosby.........1905-1906
wdgar A, Sexsmith, D, Ds......1907-1908
Charles E, McCullough...... .+ 01909-1910
Jo I, Wo0d6N.eovoesosscons cemswsdILL

Charles E. DrydeN.....eee s ¢ 1912-1915%
Thomas G. JONESeeeessesseesesslILA=1915
Silas Baldwin Treadway, D. D..1916-1917
ATVANE By DODUY: v 56 wsns 60 ws w0 + 1916-1919
V., A, MU116X..icinsnsnsngsnosed I

Zlba AdamsS,...veee.. W e i W » 1921

Robert W. Sutcliffe.......... .1922

Frank ShaW Caille..eeceeseeess.1923-1924
Charles Price Nowlin.,.........1925-1926
J., Tracey Fenby...oeeuvioeeens AT

Kerl H., Warehelm.....eoueues ..1928

(larence Leslie Dawsomn........1929-1930
Gilbert E. Turner,....... veese1931-1933
Frank A, Holland...... e eeaee.1934-193%9
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SHELEMLAH M, P. CHURGH

; The Methodist Protestant Church was introduced -into Cecll
Gounty very shortly after the first conference of that denominatlon
wes organized, which was done in 1829 at an ecolegiastical conven-
£ion held in Liberty Btreet Tndependent Methodlst Church in . Baltl-
more, Maryland. Thls actlon was taken by a group. of disgldent mem-
bers of the Methodist Eplscopal church who advocated a democratlc
form of church government in which lay members ghould be accorded
o degree of representation. _

The Maryland Conference woe the first of the new denomi-
netion orgenized 1in Americe. The name "Methodist Protestant' was
suggested by Dr. Francls Waters, who was olected the first President
of the Conference. . ' . G

The first Methodls® Protestant church in Cecll County was
bullt at Bay View in 1830, It was glven the neme "Shelemiah" by
which 1% is still known, The deed to the lot on which this church
atood was dated July 6, 1835. - :

Authentic information aboutb the early history of the vil-
lage of Bay View 18 not now obtainable. The place flrst bore the
name of "shelemiah", which 1s gt111 preserved in the name of the
church., Thls is & Biblical word and le referred to im the 01d Testo-
ment as meaning "a prince of tho lord". Iater generatlons werse not-
entirely satisflied wlth the anclent name of shelemiah and sought &
new one., They finally agreed upon the very appropriate name of Bay
View, becéuse elevated pointe in the village afford a magnificent
view of the head of Chesapeake Bay.

After the first church had been in use for fifty yeers,
1% was evidently moved %o another location, for @ second deed 18
deted April 24, 1879. In that year the present frame structure wad
completed, the bullders being Edward Richaerdson, -of Rlslng Sun and
O o n i Abrams, of Bay View. It was dedicated on June 1, 1879,
when the Rev, Walter Graham preached the dedlcatory sermon, taking
his text from Proverbs IV:9 - "She shall give to thine head an
ornement of grece'. Other ministers present.on'that.occasion were
the Rev., Charlesa T. Cochell, who was then stetloned at Bay View,
Dr. 8. B, Sutherland, Dr. Scott Norris, the Rev. Jacob M. Yingling,
and the Rev. Henry Bruner. |

Tn 1938 & brick church house was erected adjacent to
Shelemiah as a gift of one of 1ts members, Mlss Pocehontas Reed,
at & cost of #8,000. ,
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gr, PAUL'S METHODIST

Among Cecil County churches whose historical agsoclations
are noteworthy and not generally known, one is St. Paul's Methodlst
in the First Dlstrict. It ls 1located at Johntown on: the road to
Ccrystal Beach, aboul 1.5 miles west of Earleville.

stand

. To under/hogothis church had its beginning 1t 1s necessary
to go back to the orlgln of Methodism in England. Tarly in the 18th
century the deep rellglous fervor of the prevlous century had dled
down. At Christ Church, oxford College, however, a group of ‘students
beceme dissatisfled with thils general lassitude and formed & club of
their own, the object of which wes to have lts members lead a better
1ife. They were dubbed Methodiste by their fellow students and thelr
organlzatlion wes called the Holy Club. The 1gaders of the club were
John and Charles Wesley and George Whitefield, and thelr aim soon be-
came the reform of the Established Church, This happened in 1729.

Tn 1738 John Wesley and Whitefleld came to America. Whlte-
field wandered up and down the colonies preaching and viglting while
Wesley returned to England to organlze & goclety, catabllsh churches,
and obtain misslonarles, Whitefield made many converts but attempted
no organizatlion. On hls sccond voyage to America he vislted Bohemla
Manor where he prceched to an eudience of 2,000 on November o4, 1740,
When Wealey sent the Rev, Richard Wright to Americe 1n 1771 he found
his way to Bohemla Manor and wes kindly received. Those who had been
converted to Mr, Whitefleld's religlon, a8 they called 1%, urged Mr.
Wright to remalin as thelr pastor, and he accordingly organlzed the
firgt Methodlst soclety iv Cecil County at the home of Solomon Hersgey
in 1771, The meet ing place was on the lLabadie Tract, Mr, Hersey's
house belng near Sluyter's mill on & pbrench of the Bohemla Rlver
known as Mill Creek, & short dlstance southwest of St. Augustine.
This soclety was the first Methodlst soclely organized on the Baagtern

- Shore of Maryland.,

The second soclety wes orgenized at Johntown in 1773 by the R
Williem Watters, who had been. sent to Kent County and had organlzed
churches there, The name Johntown ' came from Freeborn garrettson's
brother, John carrettson, who had acqulred & wife in Sassafras Neck.
Freeborn wes @& young exhorter who was known as the '"Paul Revere of
Methodlsm", He was born on the Fastern Shore of Meryland in 1752.
In 1775 he was converted %o Methodlsm and the next year he became an
1t inerant preacher, suffering all sorts of hardships and pergecutions
ag he traveled. 1In 1778 he was appointed to the Kent Circult, of which
«t. Paul's church was a statlon. when Blshop Asbury end Dr. Thoma.a
Goke met at-Barratt's Chapel on November 14, 1784, and agreed on &
conference to meet in Baltlmore on December 24, Freeborn Garrettsomw
wag dispatched on horseback to summon the 81 scattered preachers,
60 of whom assembled at Raltimore's Lovely Lane Meetlnghouse for the
Christmas Conference at which Methodism became an eptabllished church
for the firat time anywhere,
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wpancis Asbury, who had come to Amerlca with Rlchard Wright,
but had gone to New York, was sent %o Kent County, Maryland, in 1777. __,
Tn the autumn of that year he wes fined £5 for preaching in.a private
home in Anne Arundel County, and in the next spring he took refuge 1n
the home of Judege White in Kent County, Delaware, where he reme.lned
in seclusion for a year, because he declined to take the oath of al-
leglance to the State of Marylend. The Methodist Soclety was formelly
organlzed at Johntown Church in June 1779 and the organizatlon began
to function a few months later, Blshob Agbury mentlons Johntown -Church
in three entries in his Journal. He preached there on January 15, 1780
and again on March 17 of the same year.

John Garrettson died in 1778 and is puried on the east slde
of the old St. Paul's Church., The older of the two church bulildings
at Johntown was bullt in the midst of a cemetery, and over the graves
of some of the old residents of the community. The present church wasg
built beside the old one in 1892, At that time there was gome aglto-
tion to move the new bullding to the town of Earlevillle, and the con-
gregation -was dlvided on the question. It was finally agreed that the
group raising the greater amount of money for the new church should
declde; the location remeined the same, a8 many were loath to abandon
the old cemetery. ;

The present church is a frame gtructure painted whlte with a
gilde entrance. A wlde center aigle leads to & small alcove formlng
the pulplt. The narrow windows behind the pulplt chairs are dedlcated
to Freeborn Garrettson and the Rev, Philip Gatch, who was born near
Georgetown in Kent County, Maryland, in 1751. Gatch and William Vat-
ters were converted by Roberi strawbridge and were the first Amerlcan-

born Methodist preachers,

All the windows in S%. Paul's church are of stalned glogs
and were given in memory of some member or former pastor. For many
years oll lamps were the only means of lightlng, but electriciiy has
replaced the lamps. The old building ia stlll maintained as a place
for suppers, festivals, and other recreatlonal activitles. In 1965
<t. Paul's reported 29 full members and §#21,000 as the value of its
buildings and lend. »
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BETHEL METHODLST

On his second visit to America in 1739 the noted Methodlat
evangellst, George Whitefleld, passed through Cecil County and
stopped at Bethel or Pivot Bridge on the Canal where he preached
on December first of that year. Whitefleld's preaching prepared
the way for the early lMethodlst missionaries who were to follow him.
The Rev. Richard Wrlght was the Tirst such misslonary to preach the
gospel 1in Cecil County.

Richard Wright had been received as a travellng preacher
by John degley in 1770, and in November 1771 he arrived in Phlla-
delphla in company with Francis Asbury. Shortly afterwards he made
his way to Bohemia Manor. Here ne found a group of people who be-
lieved "after ilr. inltefield's doctrine". By .the end of 1771 he
had organlzed them into a Methodist gociety which met at the home
of Solomon Hersey, the rirst such organizatlon within Cecil County
and the second on the Peninsula,

This soclety became Bethesda Methodist Episcopal Church
on Bohemia Manor. At various times it was called Back Creek Soci-
ety, Cayot's M. L. Church, and Bohemla Manor Chapel. In 1774 they
puilt a log church which stood on the north side of the road Trom
cayot's Corner to Town Point. It was twlce rebullt , but was
eventually abandoned and dismantled in 1931, FromBethesda Church
later grew Trinity M. E. Cchurch of Chesapeake city.

About six months after quccessfully launching the first
soclety Mr. Wright organized a gecond one which met in Thompson's
achool-houss. This was the Bethel Society, and it has been in
existence ever since. It was in this soclety that Francls Asbury
in 1772 conducted the firat class meetlng ever neld in Amerlca.

The present Bethel methodist Church is located close by
the south bank of the Chegapeake and Delaware canal, about three
mileas east of Chesapeake City, and almost on the Maryland-Delaware
boundary line. A marble block over the front entrance, which faces
west, bears the following ingoription: "BETHEL M. E&. CHURCH -

FRECTED 1790 - REBUILT 1849".

it 1s a brick bullding, practically square, with two
floors, the upper of which is used for the church auditorium.
This floor has ten long rows of pews seating at least forty
persons each, and 1t hos unusually high windows with inside
folding shutters.

Bethel has not one but three claims to historical fame.
For one thing, it is the oldest Methodlst church standing in Cecll
County. In the second place, it has had the longest conmtinuous
organization, serving without interruption, of any church on the
Eastern Shore, and finally, it was here that Dr. Willlam Penn
Chandler in 1799 gave the first altar call that was ever given
in any Methodist church, '

Bethel Church is part of the Rethel-Chesapeake City
charge, and the present pastor 1s the Rev. Otis B. Reed.
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HART'S MEETING HOUSH

Hort's Meeting House Lis located in Elk Neck omn the
rugzged peninsula between the Elk and North Kast rivers., The
carliest reference to this meeting house appears la Blshop
Francis Asbury's journal under date of October 15, 1794, when
he states he preached at Hart's Meetlng House on that day. The
fact thet a meeting house was in exlstence at that time indi-
cates that there had been preaching in Elk Neck previously.

Hart's wes the first church which the Methodlsts
erected in Cecil County north of the Elk River. It grew out of
the walnut tree meetings, a series of religlous services neld
by the Rev, Thomas Sewell under the shade of some large walnutb
trees which stood on the farm of Robert Hart about two mlles
southwest of where the present church stands.

The deed for this church was executed on August 21,
1801, when Fredus Aldridge and his wife Milicent, in consider-
ation of the nominal sum of five shillings, sold one-half acre
of ground described as lying om the road from Turkey Polnt to
Elkton, to Robert Hart, Charles Hart, Charles Ford, Zebulon
Kankey, and Fredus Aldridge, trustees of the Methodlst Society
in Elk River Neck,

: The first church was a small frame house ceiled witn
boards and weatherboarded on the outslde and contalinlng a qualnt
and curious old fashioned pulpit. It was rebullt in 1870 and
repaired twice, namely in 1891 and 1911, For a fTew years the
church was closed because of lack of support, but in 1927 1t
wag re-opened for services and has continued in use ever gince.
This was largely due to a bequest from the late Washington Foster,
a prominent layman, who was interested in keeplng the old church
open., A trust runa which he left for this purpose is administered
by the trustees of the Peninsula Methodlst Conference.

Hort's in conjunction with the churches at Princlplo
Furnace, Charlestown, and Wesley Chapel constltute the Charlestown-
lk Neck Charge, of which the Rev. Willard Robinson, Jr. lis the
present pastor, ' '
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My, OLLVET M. P., WARWICK

The ancient village of Warwick which lies in the gouth-
eagt corner of cecll County, close to the Delaware line, wasa founded
and 1lald out by James paul Heath, who dled in 1T746. His father,
Joemes Heath, was @& member of an old Catholic family of that name

and owner of "Heath's Renge" and other large tracts of fand in that

vieinity., The father was born in Warwlck, England, and 1t was nal-
ural that the son ghould name the new gettlement after his family's

native town 1In England.,

For more than 100 years No religlous services were held
in Warwlck, other than in the Roman Gatholic church of St. Francls
Xavier: which had been. founded two miles north of the town about 1704,
Tn 1854 the Rev. James H, Ellegood (1817-1892), who was serving Salem
Methodist Protestant church in nearby Delaware, came over into Mary-
1and and began to hold meetings 1in a log cabin. These meetings were
continued for about five years, until the present church vea.g erected
in 1859 through & unlque clreumstance.

A party of foX hunters, consisting of prominent farmers 1in
the nelghborhood, on returning from a hunt, which wes the favorite
gport in those days, had gathered 1n the village tavern. Upon hear-
ing that a public gchool wag to be erected, and realizing that &
place of relliglous worshlp was eagentlal to a villege of importance,
they decided that religlon as well as educatlon ghould have & guit-
able home. The 1mmedlately contributed and collected a gubstantial
gum of money which resulted im the erection of what was commonly
known for many years a8 "The Fox Hunters' ¢hurch", although 1ts legal
title was Mt., Olived M, P, Church of Warwlck,

pr. Deniel F. Ewell (1817-1888) was pagtor during the butld-
ing of the church and the dedicatory sermon was preached by the Rev,
Theodore F. Valiant (1820-1894) from the text Tpateh 28:16 - "Behold,
T lay in Zlon for @ foundation, a stone, & ¢{ried stone, & preclous
gtong, & sure foundation".

The Warwick Circult became one of the mos® degirabla rural
appointments in the Maryland Annual conference of the Methodist Prot-
ostent Church, and 1n the course of 1ts existence 1t was gerved Dby
many prominent minlsters, two of whoi, Dr. Webster M. Strayer (1836~
1929) and Dr. A. De Melvin (1846-1904), in later yoars becamo Presi-
dents of the Conference, and another, Dr. Daniel Webster Bates (1815-
1.895), entered the Presidency directly from Warwick. Dre. Ben jamin
‘¥, Benson (1835-1902) came from the Vice-Presidency of Western Mary-
land College to 8Berve o second pastorate, while several other minlste
gerved two pastorates.

Formerly 1t was a very large clrcull having five churches
in three countles: @alene and Sessafras in Kent, Chegapeake Clby and
werwick in Cecll, and Salem in New castle County, Delaware. When the
three branches of the Methodist church were unified in 1939, Warwick
 was absorbed into the Peninsuld Methodist Conference and now couslsbs
of only two churches, Mt. olivet of Warwlck and Rehoboth of ga.ggafrat
with a total membership of 110,
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PERRYVILLE PRESBYTERTAN

The first record of meetings in Perryville by Presbyter-
lans ghows that in 1838 services were held in the old Rodgers Tav-
ern near the present entrance to Perry Point, and that a Sunday
School at this same place was conducted by lMrs, John Stump, Sr., to
whose efforts, in the main, 1ls due the building up of & congregatlon
and the erection of the present church edifice.

There are no records extant for the first 25 years, but
after 1864 services were held in the publlic school house at French-
town by the Rev, Wm. Cooke, who was pastor at Port Deposit and later
at Havre de Grace., After lir. Cooke left the latter place, services
for the people of Perryville were conducted in the school house for
four years by the Rev, Hevnry Branch., ihen he left, the Rev. John
Squier preached at Perryville during the vecancy at Port Deposlit
Church, Then the Rev, Thomas Alken became pastor at Port Deposlt
and held services at Perryville every other Sunday for a number of
years in the same school,

In 1882 the Rev., James Conway came to Port Deposit and
services were resumed at Perryville. 1In 1884 John Stump, Sr. donated
a plece of ground to the Presbyerian Church of Perryville and the
pregsent bullding was erected, largely through the efforts of hils
wife, Mra, Mory Allcla IMitchell Stump, It was Tfirst located on the
0ld Post Road, but the bullding of a new bridge across the Susgue-
hanna River necessgltated re-locatlon of the rallroad tracks, and
the church wes then removed to Lts present location near the inter-
geetion of Cecll Avenue and the 01ld Post Road.

A committee was appolnted by the New Castle Presbytery
in 1886 to organize the Presbyterian Church at Perryville, and arti-
cles of incorporation were recorded with the Clerk of the Circult
Gourt of Cecll County on October 10, 1888, The Rev, James Conway
wag appointed as stated supply for six montha, after which the church
we.s suppllied by several minilsters untll the Rev, George Goulson was
ingstalled as the first pastor.in 1892, He was succeeded by the Rev,
Robert H, Hoover, who was installed at his ordination on May 14, 1896,
and remalned as pastor until his death on August 6, 1941. The _
Hammond organ now in the church was purchased by members and friends
ag a memorial to nim,

Pollowlng #r., Hoover's death, several minlsters served
the church as stated supplies uuntil the preseunt mlinlster, the Rev.
George Hipkins was ordained and installed on January 5, 1953. '

This church 18 of frame constructlon with vertical
weather boards and an unusually steep roof, The dimensions are
24x46 feet and the seatling capaclty is 150, It has a circular
stained glags altar window and interesting memorial plaques;
other attractive features are exposed celling beams and orlglnal
oll lamps which have been adapted to electricity. The altar
Bible was presented by Captaln Hazlett Owens in 1887,
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NORTH EAST METHODIST

When John Wesley, founder of the Methodist Church, sent
Francis Asbury from England to America in 1771, there already exlsted
o few socletlies of Methodlsis formed by Phillp Embury assisted by
Capt. Thomas Webb, & British Army officer gtationed in New Yorl.

The next year Asbury was appointed superintendent of all
American socletles. He formed many new ones 1n what 18 now known as
the Del-Mer-Va peninsula. In 1781 a Methodlst goclety was organlzed
in the 1ittle fishing village of North East., For some years the
organization met at the homes of their members to worship, and then a
church was established. This was bullt on 1and purchased from Jacob
Jones for ten pounds Marylend money and was deeded to Willlam Howell,
John George, Davld Sweazey, Jacob Jones, John Ford, Robert Hart, and
gamuel Aldridge in trust "for the Soclety of rellglous people called
Methodists and thelr successors forever, with full power and authorlty
to erect on sald land a house for the public worship of God".

The deed to this ground was executed October 25, 1794, and
a church was erected the followlng year. The slte of this original
ohurch is now the North East cemetery, the chepel standing where the
first church was bullt. Blghop Asbury vrecorded in hls Journal on
Sunday, June T, 1795, that he preached here "within the frame of an
unfinished church to a company of sinners", In 1800 this church was
moved bodily to a lot on the northeast cornmer of the road "from Capt.
Tohn Ford's tannery to Church Point and that from Turkey Polnt to
sohn Simpers' tavern"; in other words, the corner of Main and Back
streets,

: on Apeil 12, 1804, Willlam Hunter sold a lot together with
the house and fencing thereon to the trustees of the North East Church
for the excluslve use of traveling preachers who visited the neighbor-
hood. This Ls said to have been the first personage acqulred by any
Methodist church in America. The preachers, however, preferred the
hospltable entertalnment provided by the laymen and declined to occupy
the house, and it was sold in 1809 to Thomas Cazler for $250,

The church was incorporated on April 27, 1805 as Ebenezer
Chepel end was mede a part of cecil Circult. In 1837 the present
ohurch lot was purchased for §$100, the old bullding was sold, and &
new church erected., While the Rev. W, A, Wise was pastor 1in 1902
thls church was torn down and replaced by a new one. Tt was destroyed
by flre, as was the parsonage, on May T, 1911, the minlster, the Rev.
J, P, Otis, and hls famlly narrowly egeaplng with thelr 1lives, Recon-
atruction work was started immediately and on July 30, 1912, the
finest church owned by North Eagt Methodlsts was dedicated.

A new parsonage was bullt, more 1and was acquired, and wlth
the gift of a church-houge in 1926 by the W.C.T.U, and with the acqul-
aition of a playground, the North Tast congregation ovng a valuable
church property. The present brilck edifice is the third church which
nas stood on the present site at the corner of South Meln and Church

atreets,



- WESLEY CHAPEL

Wesley Methodist Chapel, on the old Elk Neck road about
six miles from Elkton, is one of the County's small rural churches
which has had a severe struggle for survival.

: The chapel was built in 1830, the cornerstone having
been laid by the Rev, William Ryder and the dedlcatory sermon
preached by the Rev. Dr. F, Hudson. The first quarterly confer-
once was held in it during the year 1830, with the Rev, Lawrence
McCombs presiding. At that conference the first board of trustees
conslsting of Joshua Hyland, Francls Gootler, and Nathan Crouch,
was elected. The first Sunday School was orgenized in 1831, with
Francis Gootier as founder and superintendent.

The church's records from 1831 to 1866 have been lost,
but it is known that in 1866 the Rev, Henry G. Simpers wes pastor.
The official Board was rhen composed of A, Barrett, James Merry,
Franklin Lort, Robert Hart, James Pugh, and John A, Wllson. There
were 19 members and probatlioners, and the pastor's salary at that
time was $250 annually. After 1t had been closed for several years,
Wesley Chapel was repaired and repalnted 1n 1871 and re-opened on
Janusry 15th of the next year. The Rev, L. W. Layfield, then a
young man of 23, became pastor in 1873 and remained for three years.

The chapel contlnued to be gserved until 1915, when 1t was
closad for lack of support. Capt. Washington Foster having left
nis estate to the Wilmington M. B, Conference for the purpose of
maintaining the two churches on the Elk Neck charge, Wegley and
Hart's chapels were re-opened in 1927 through the efforts of the
Rev, W. E. Greenfield, the Rev, L. W. Layfield, and the Rev. James
W, Colona, who was Superintendent of the Wllmington Distrlet.,

At the present time Wesley Chapel is attached to the
Charlestown charge, of which the Rev. Willard L. Roblnson has
been pastor since May 1953,

Sept. 25, 1956
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ELKTON METHODLST

The firast Methodlst sermon preached in Elkton was in
1740 by the great evangelist,-GeorgerWhitefield, who visited "Head
of Elk", as the place was then called, and preached under an oak
tree near Bow Street. Inasmuch as Elkton wasg on the main route of
travel between the north and south, many other famous ltlnerants
elther preached or vislted in this sectlon of Cecll County in
later years, Among them wes Francls Asbury, who records in hls
journal that he dined 1n Elkton on December T, 1772. Mr. Ashury
agein vislted Elkton in May, 1787, upon which occaslon he preached
to a large congregatlon. He states that he was received with great
respect by the family of Toblias Rudulph, who llved in a brick men-
glon on Main Street three. doors east of the 0ld .court-house,

As a result of the interest aroused by the preaching of
Whitefield, Asbury, and othersy-the:flrstnMethodistrsociety in the
vicinity of Elkton was organized in 1799 at the home of Richard
Updegrove, who .1lived on Red Hill., The names of the members were
John and Elizabeth Pennlngton, John and Cornelia Crouch, Richard
and Hannaeh Updegrove, Thomas Phillips, and Sarah Land. The pro-
bationers were Sarah Updegrove, John Hltchcock, and Rachel Coudon.

_ This soclety probsbly removed to Elkton in 1801, for in
that year 1t ls referred to in the records of the gquarterly con-
forence as the socleby at BElkton, Maryland., It appears that much
of the credit for establishing Methodigm in Elkton is due the Rev.
William P. Chandler who, with Thowas Jackson, was assigned in 1799
to the Cecll Circult, of which Elkton constituted a part. From
Dr. Chandler's dlary the names of the members of the first Elkiton
goclety are obtalned.

By a deed of July 20, 181%, Levi Tyson, Richard Updegrove,
Benjamin Pearce, Robert Taylor, and Willlam Kilgore, trustees of
the Elkton M. E. Church, acquired from Thomas Howard, for $100, one-
half scre of ground on Bast High street for use of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in Elkton, and a brlck chapel was erected on thils
1ot about . the.year 1814,

Bishop Asbury records in his diary that. he exhorted in
the Elk chapel on April 6, 1815, but he took a dim view of any suc-
cesg being achleved in . the town, for he remarked.that "this place,
Elkton, has been founded about Tifty years and 11 may be visited
by the Lord in the fourth or £1fth generation',

In 1826 Miss Ann Hollingsworth enrolled a few chlldren
in the communlty end organized a Sunday School, which was the flrab
in the town of Elkton., The Rov. Tsasce Thomag, who was pastor at
that time, taught in thls school. By 1829 the church had grown.
gufficiently to become & separate station, with the Rev. Francis
Hodgon as pastor. . Prior to that yeer the Elkton church was at firat
part of the Cecll circuit end later it was attached %o the Bohemila

Circult. During those firast thirty years each pastor gserved for

only one year.
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It was not untll 1842 that 1% be

the chapel by an addition %o the north end.

was more rapid, and a revival 1n 1849 gave
of the church that the ReV. H, F. Hurn in
t1lon of a new bullding. His proposal wasa
gtone of the present edlfice on East Maln
ber 1859 when the Rev, Joseph S. Cook was

The lot on which the church now
Jene Torbert and her slster, Marthe (Mrs,
daughters of a former pastor,
Ellis, Andrew Alexander, Thomas C. Crouch,
‘H, Eder., Upon its completlion
D. W. Bartine on September 9,
acribed by the 300 members
to $1.
gtreet was sold to the Free Methodists.

1860, The c

The missionary zeal of

These included Amwell Chapel

munity.
chapel (1887), and West End Chapel

Jones'

the Rev. William Torbert.
named in the deed were Willlam Torbert, Fredus Aldrldge,

the Elkton Church

resulted in the bullding of several chapels in the
(1865), Crouch's Chapel (1876),

came necessary to enlarge

subgequent progress
guch impetus to the work
1857 suggested the erec-
approved, and the gcorner-
gtreet was laid 1in Septem-~
pa.gtor.

stends was donated by Mlss
Fronels A, Ellis), who were
The trustees
Francis A.

Edwin Wilmer, and Willlam

the ganctuary was dedlicated by the Rev.

oat of 88,623 was sub-

in amounts which ranged from $250 down
When the new buildlng wea.s occupled the old chapel on High

about this perliod
gurrounding com-

(189%), 1In this respect

the church assumed 8 positlon of leadership in. the ConTexrence.

. For o number of years the church officials had planned to

erect an Educatlon Bullding in . connection

These plans matured after the close of VWorld Wer IT
of the new bullding was begun on August- 13, 1948,

two-story brick bulldlng which 1s 85 feel
completed. It was opened for use

on September

with the church ediflce.
and constructlon
Within a year a
long and 55 feet wide was
18, 1949. A fellow-

ship hall on the second floor has a seating capaclty of 275 and in-
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" ecludes o large stage and modern kitchen for socilal and recreational
purposes, The cost of this building was $60,000. '

From & small nucleus of 8 members at the time
tion the Elkton Church now has e total membershlp of approximately
750 and is the largest of any church in Cecll Countys The pastors
who have served Elkton Church gince the Civil War have been:

John D. CUPtLBeeeesooeelB863
Michael D, Kurtz...
fucius C. MatlacK,,...1867
B. F, Prlceo..........1869
H, 9. ThOMPBON: . .oeosesl8T1
Lucius C. Matlack,....l872
El.'l.JB.h r‘iillEro e 00 0000 01873
George -A. Phoebus. . . . . 1875
D, C. RLAGOWEY .« osoeoo 87T
Voughn Snithe..eeeoes 1879
Walter E, AVOry....
Charles F. Shepherd...1883

John P, Ot18...eec....1885

Char1es Hill.cooosoess o0 l888
T828¢ L, WOOU.0eeeosos01892
Alpheus S. Mowbray....1895

...1865.

«++1880.

Thomas E. TOrLY..soossoo1899
Robert K.-Stephenaon....lQOl
Thomes . Martindale. ...1903
Iather E. POOLE . voooeoool900
louis E. Borretteese oo 907
H, A, G. Westerfield....1909
Eo P.V‘RObBI‘tS.-... a0 --401911
Howard T, QULEEeocossossodILI
George P. JONBB. v eesssselI1D
George.T..Alderson......1920
William G. HarrLlBe oo o oo 01923
L. B. Morsan....l.....;.193o
Melvin E., Wheatley......1936
John J., Bunting, 000001942
Walter A, HOBL M. o0 oeoeoslI4D
Harold M. DaviB...cocoe0s1953
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UNION METHODI ST

Although Methodlsm was egtablished on Bohemle Manoxr a8
carly as 1772, 1t wes almost thirty years before the new doctrine
apread northward of the E1k River., The growth of the new sect was
retarded for three reasons: 1st, John Wesley, the founder, was dls-
1iked because he was an English Tory; 2nd, those who professed con-
version were derided by the 1awlegs segment of the population, and
3d, the jtinerant preachers were poorly qualified to lead a rellg-
ioug crusade,

Among the first 1in the northern section of Cecil County
who became identified wlth the movement were members of the large
and influential family of Millers. The neme of William Miller 1s
in the list of members at North Eest in 1801, He 1lived at Mechanics
Volley and operated & f£loupr mill which he had erected there on the
11ttle North East Creek in 1785, He was made leader in 1802 of a
Mothodist class which met at his house,

At a quarterly conference neld at Bethel Church on Decem-
ber 1, 1804, James Cook, who had been ordalned & deacon by Bishop
Asbury at North East in that year, was glven a 118t of appolntments
to serve on Cecil Circult, and one of the eight places named was
Williem Miller's for the Tth of April, 1805. It appears certaln
that this was the flrst place where Methodists had a permanent loca-
tion for holding services at or near the present Unlon Church,
williem Miller was licensed %o preach on November 28, 1807. Among
the first converts to Methodlem in the community were Thomas Miller,
Serah Miller, Jane Miller, Martha Millexr, Thomas Warburton, John .
Hall, Isaac Hall, John Willismson, John Grent, John E. Slmpers, and
Martha Gl1ll. -

The first quarterly meeting held in the neilghborhood was
in "Williasmson's Woods" on Septembher 1l, 1807, those present includ-
ing Rev. Solomon Sharp, preslding elder-f and Asa Smith and Thomas
Walker, preachers. nyilliemson's Woods" became a popular place for
holding quarterly meetings, whlch were gpoken of as ”camp-meetinga".
At the quarterly meeting on Sevtember 6, 1806, John Williamson, who
was to become one of the leaders, was present for the first tlme.
For gome years prlor %o the building of Unlon Cchureh the place of
preaching was at hls dwelling, which was a gtone house about one-
quarter mile east of Eder statlon on the B&0 Railroad.

The records show that it was sometimes necessary to take
digelplinary measures when the conduct of the members was contrary
to Methodist principles. TFor 1ngtance, on June 10, 1809, the quar-
terly conference heard an appeal by Robert Brown from the Judgment
of the Rev. Asa Smith, who had expelled Brown for "having a stall ab
the Charlestown Falr and selling splrituous liquors, and resolving
to do so again'. The conference gustained the minlster's Judgment.
This is the first reference to the temperance question found i the
records of Cecil Clroult.



At the quarterly conference on September 15, 1809, Alex-
ander Kirk, who had been expelled by the Rev. Aga Smith for practlc-
ing witcheraft, brought an appeal. After an examinatlon of his case,
smith's judgment was unenimously confirmed, and the following reso-
lution was entered on the minutess ‘

Resolved, that im the opinion of thls conference, 1%
18 criminal to apply to any man as o conjurer on the gubject
of witcheraft, or the like, and every Methodist 18 estoened
culpable for so dolng.

A very decided stand on +he question of chattel slavery
was taken at the conference on June 30, 1810, when this resolutlion
wa.s unanimously adopted:

- Regolved, 1. That every preacher and every quarterly
meeting conference be and they are hereby pdvised to use all
their lawful and prudential influence to promote the freedom
of slaves; '

o, That they further be advised and requested not ©o
glve llcense to any person or persons who come forward in the
future to preach or oxhort, who holds glaves, exceptlng they
give agsurance that thelr slaves shall be emenclpated if the

laws will permlt of 1t:

%, That the preachers bhe requested 1n all future
appointments of class leaders, not %o appoint any who are
unfriendly to the freedom of slaves;

4. That any member of our church who gells a slave
into pervetual slavery ghall he called to trial as in case of
immorallty. '

o On September 8, 1821, the sum of 44 was apportioned bo the
clogs at "Williamson's" on account of a blll of $148 for repairs to
"the preacher's house ab Elkton".

The first public house of worship was a pen of logs 20x%24
feet which was raised on August 23, 1822, on a half acre lot donated
by Semuel Miller, son of William Miller, in whose house the Tlrst
claas was organized. This bullding stood im: the goutheast corner of
the present Union cemetery. Tt had a small gallery for negroes,
John Williamson, John W. Holt, end John arant donated and hauled the
logs, and the Rev, John Smith, who was in charge of the Cirocult, so-
1icited subscriptlons to defray the expenses incurred. samuel and
James Cumnings were the carpenters,

The first trustees were John Williamson, John Grant, John
W, Holt, John &, Slmpers, Jesge H, Simper-sr and Thomas Warburton,
When or why the church was given the name ‘Union" instead of "Miller's"
or "Williamson's" is a matter for conjecture,

U



Style No. S0-UD MATREWE DICS. 13C. IV omMPIOY SLIeeT, wumington, Uel.

In 1835 this original bullding was enlarged at a cost
of $300 by adding ten feet to the west end, making the house 24x30
feot. wWhen 1t was torn down after having been used for nearly
fifty years, the oak logs were found to be as gound as when they
were put up.

The trustees were luncorporated in 1866. They were:
John Weston Holt, Jesse H, Simpers, Thomas Miller, Benjamin Miller,
Thomas McVey, Benoni Nowland, and Willlam T. Miller, In the same
yoar the present Union Church was built on the opposite slde of
the road from where the log one was located, It 1s a weather-
boarded building, 35 feet x 50 feet, with a small enclosed entrance.
The first cost was 32,650. The cornerstone was lald in June and
the house was dedicated in November 1866; both services were con-
ducted by the Rev. Samuel Kurtz, mlnister in charge.

The cornerstone, placed under the southwest corner, con-
tains a copy of the Christlan Advocate and Journal, the Cecll Whig,
the names of the trustees, and several pleces of sllver coln.

The Simpers Memorial Community House which ls north of
and perallel with the church was dedicated on June 12, 1955. It is
8 one-story concrete block bullding, 28 feet x 56 feet, with stuc-
coed exterior and plaster interlor walls, divided into a main hall
and klitchen. It stands on a lot donated by J. Frank Holt, grandson
of one of the first trustees, and the contractor was Mitchell Smith,
This building cost approximately $10,000 and was erected through a
benefactlion by the late Mra, Wllllem T, Slmpers to serve the soclal
and educational needs of the church,

Tn 1948 the Zion Circult, on which Unlon Church had been
an appolntment for many years, was incorporated into the Cecll Unlited
Parish. The Rev. Perry O. Hill has been pastor of this parish since
May 1951. ,

Union Church has justified the falth of its founders over
the intervenlng years since 1823, It was established by ploneers
at 2 time when the opportunitles for human relatlonshlps were meagre;
1% has survived through good days and grievious days, and for a small
country church to have malntalned a place of worship continually for
13% yeers 1s an achievement worthy to be recorded.



HOPEWELIL METHODIST CHURCH

Hopewell Methodlst church had 1ts begluning in the Hope-
well Society which was incorporated 1n 1802 by act of the Legla-
1ature. The first house of worship was a log puilding, which was
probably pbuilt in 1810 and stood on the site of the present church.
In that year Davis Reed donated one half acre of land for church
purposes to the followlng trustees: James Thompson, George Nelson,
Richard Rutter, Joseph Goulson, and John Brooks, all of west Not-
tingham Hundred. Hopewell was made part of Cecil CGircult, which
comprlsed all of Cecll County, with parts of Kent County, Marylend,
and New Castle County, Delaware.

The log bulldlng having become too amall to accommodate
the congregation, in July 1848 the work of erectlng & brick church
was commenced and finished in December at a total cost of #$1,4C0.
The brilcks were made and purned on the farm of William Kirk. He had
made them to build a house for himself, but he gave them to the
church and made others for his house, Mayberry Kpauss and brother
were the bricklayers, and Jacob Tome furnlshed the lumber at cost.
The old church was sold to Edamund T, Brown apd later the logs were
used for the construction of a2 bern on his farm.

At that time Hopewell was included In Nottingham Circult,
which in 1850 was divided into oxford and Zion circulits. Hopewell
then became one of four appoilntments constituting zZlon Circult. 1In
two decades the number of appointments had increased to elght, 80
that in 1870 another division was made and Rlslng Sun Circult came
into existence, comprislng Rising Sun, M. Pleasant, Rowlandville,
and Hopewell., The Rev. Jomn W. wWeston was the first pastor of this
clrcult.

Ta 1885 Hopewell asked to be made a separate charge, and
thigs request was duly granted by the Annual Conference. The first
minister assigned to Hopewell was the Rev. V. R. Sears. 1In 1891 a
parsonage was bought from Abijah Koight, the first occupants belng
the Rev., B. F. Price and wife, .

Agbury Church was joined to Hopewell in 1896, and the fol-
lowing year Hopewell Church was incorvorated, The trustees at that
time were C. S, Abrahams, dwin Barnes, James T. Miller, H. H. Kirk,,
R. K. Rawlings, R. G. Terry, and Charles F, Bryde. ‘

In 1900 the Hopewell church was enlorged and improved bY
the eddition of a vestibule, belfry, gtained glass windows, and a
recesged pulpit. At the same time alterations were mede in the plan
of the interior, which was redecorated and refurnished. The cost
of thls work was $2,300. In 191% a socilal hall was built at a cost
of 52,000,

Tlectrlic lights were adopted in 1923 in place of gas 1light-
ing whlch had been used after kerosene lamns Were discarded, and ln
1947 a new electric organ and cathedral chlmes Were installed under
gponsorship of the Pellowshlp ¢lub.

Hopewell Church is in an urban community on Route #276
close to Port Deposlt. The present pastor is the Rev. John D.

Patterson.




GHERRY HILL METHODIST

The first Methodist soclety 1in the vieinity of Cherry Hill
bore the name of "Spence's", 1t having been organized about 1800 at
the home of John Spence, who 1ived imr a small loghouse which stood
a quarter mile east of Singerly Station on the B&O Raillroad. About
1812 the class was moved to the County Almshouse, and from there 1o
Cherry H11l, where services were held in the upper room of a house
occupled by Mrs. Rachel Work, mother of the late David C. VWork, who
was for many years the village blacksmith. ;

Tn 182% David Jenness was recommended to the Quarterly Con-
ference by the Cherry H11l class as a sultable person to preach, &
recommendation which was approved, Thls is the first tlme that
Cherry Hill 1is mentioned as the mame of the clagg, which up to that
time had been known as "Spence's'. Cherry 111 was then an appolnt-
ment on the CGecll Clrcult. _

On September 30, 1831, a meetlng was held in Cherry HL11l .
to choose 2 bhoard of trustees for the purpose of bullding a housge of
worship. The Rev, William Torbert presided, and the following trust-
eea were elected: Robert G. Carter, President, Cloud Carter, Henry
Spence, Levi Tyson, Wm. McBride, Thomas Ricketts, Thomas 5pence,
samuel Jenness, and somuel Burnite, Secretary and Treagurer. On the
afternoon of the same day the newly elected trustees met and made a
prompt decision to proceed with the erection of & church,

Robert Carter donated a bullding lot; work was commenced
in the fall of 1831 and finished in 183%, in which year the church
was dedicated by the Rev. Mathew Sorin, preslding elder. The bulld-
ing was frame, 24x30 feet in size, and painted yellow, It gtood 1n
the old cemetery across the public road from where the church nowv
gtands. The contractor was samuel Burnite, and the total cost was
4544, 28, After serving the people for 26 years, the church was sold
in 1857 to Joseph Miller for $52. , :

At o meeting on May 11, 1857, the trustees discussed the
advisability of a new bulldlog, and after further discussion on the
ohth of June 1t was decided to erect a brick church 40x60 feet.
Jogeph Miller, Wm, J. Grant, and David (. Parker were named a commit-
tee to draft plans and goecificationa and to obtain bids. The commi t-
tee acted with promptness and on July 13th the proposals were opened
and read, and the contract was awarded to Stephen H, Gallagher for

::‘2! 9550

The corner stone wasg laid on August 20, 1857, by the Rev,
Jogeph Aspril, pastor of the Newark Gircuit, to which Cherry HL1l was
then attached. This stone, placed under the southwest corner, con-
tains a Blble, hymn-book, Discipline, Christilan advocate and Journal,
fadles Repository, Methodlst Almanac, Cecil Whig, names of the trust-
ees, buildlng committee, contributors to the project, and children of
the community. The total cost of thechurch when flulshed, including
painting, pews, and furnlture was A4 ,149,50. '

The edifice was dedicated on February 1%, 1859. After the
germon By the Rev. Willlam Urie, presiding elder, a collectlon wes
taken. A major contribution of $200 wag made by I. Day Carter, and
‘the Ellkton cholr which furnished the music contributed 435 in cash.
The total amount collected was $1,092,90, which was gufficient to
liquidate all outstanding indebtednecgs,
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The question of seating in the new church soon came up,
and in March 1859 the trustees adopted a liberal policy which was
expressed in the following resolution:

RESOLVED, that in the future we approve of promiscuous
gitting in our church. Also that the flrst line of seats next
the door be reserved for the colored people..

In 1875 the Wilmington Conference made Cherry Hill a sta-
.tlon with the Rev, John France as pastor. Mr, France had prevliously
gerved the church in 1868 when 1t was on the Newark Circuit, and he
nov gerved a sgecond term of three yeara. The trustees were incorpor-
ated on November 5, 1875. They were then: Dr., R. C. Carter, Wm. J.
Grant, James Spence, David C. VWork, S. Kennard Miller, David Devlin,
Allen Melane, Thomas Scarborough, and Henry R. Carter. At a meeting
on %pril 6, 1876, the pastor stated that he had organized a class at
Balduln 8 factory, without a permanent leader, and also one at Cart-
er's Bank with Eber Stearn as 1eodar At thls same meeting the en-
velope system of ralsing the pastor's salary was adopted and the
members were informed of this action by means of a circular letter.
The proposed plan arousged such dissatisfaction in the membership
that 1t was abandoned at once, :

More dissension arose when the trustees on April 2, 1877,
gave the  pastor permlssion to introduce an organ lnto the church
servlices, Thls radlcal innovation met with vigorous opposltlion from
maeny of the older members, who steadfastly refused to become recon-
clled to the presence of a musical Iinstrument in & relliglous service,
On this lssue, however, the trustees successfuly held their ground.

The Cherry Hill church stands om a high elevation near
the center of the town on the left side of the public road leadling
to Elk Mills,

bcnfcely had the church been completed when war-clouds
darkened the land and volunteers were called to defend the National
government from threatened destruction. The reponse from Cherry
H1ll wag prompt and unreserved, Tor 1t was one of the most patriotic
sectlonsg of the cowty. On May 31, 1861, a flag pole was ralsged
and a flag whlch showed the loyalty of the people was unfurled to the
breeze, So today the flags in the Cherry HL1ll cemetery are evidence
of the patriotlsm and valor of the men of 1861 for here lle buried
more then fifty veterans who sgserved im the Union Army during the
Clvil War, Among these brave soldiers are the Rev, Joseph T, Brown,
chaplain, and Lieut. William J, Grant, of the 6th Maryland Infantry,
Lieut. John VW, Miller, of the Purnell Leglon, and Major Benjamln
Ricketh, of the 2ud Delaware Infantry,
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ASBURY METHODLIST

Agbury Methodlst Church, situated about three miles east
of Port Deposit and three miles north of Perryville, was evidently
the outgrowth of churches surrounding 1t. For some years previous
to the erection of the fiprgt church of thal name, the carly Method-
{ats in the neighborhood in. which it is located had worshipped in
Jackson's sgchoolhouse, which stood in the fork of the roads leading
4o Port Deposlt and Woodlawn at a distance of aoproximately three-
fourths of a mile gouth of where the first church vas erected.

The old stone schoolhouse wasd built by the Jacksons and
_ others of the communlty at an early date and was used as a private
 gehool before being taken over by the County School Uommlssloners.
The Jocksons and many of the others were descendants of Edward Jack-
son, who became a lerge lendowner in that sectlon as garly as 1685.

Tn 1825 James Jackson, Robert Jackson, Rachel Jackson,
Nancy Bell, Mary Armstrong, William Davidson, Jomn N, Y. Ryen, and
nwis wife, Elizabeth Ryan, the helrs of Mary darnahan, conveyed to
Jomes Galbralth, for the sum of 35, a lot sontaining one-halfl acre
of land, in trust, for the purpose of building a church for use of
the Methodist Soclety 1in that vicinity.

These facts seem O indicate that the Methodists of the
neighborhood hod not organized as 2 echurch at that time. Mr, Gal-
braith held the land until 1829, when he deeded it to the first
board of trustees for the orlgiaal purpose, from which it may be
deduced than an organizatlon was offected and the first Asbury church
erected sbout that year upon the aforesald half acre of ground. This
was a frame structure 1ocated on the west gide of the road %o tlood-~
1lawn 2nd about 500 yards north of the present church slte.

The land upon which the present Asbury church stands was
donated by Ann Patterson, Callender patterson and hls wife, Leah Ryan
patterson, by deed dated 31at May 1859. They conveyed to Willlam
#eMullen, Edward Jackson, John Gorrell, William Paylor, and {Willlam
Dennlson, trustees, TWo and one-half acres of 1and located on the
15ft side of the road 1leading from the fork where Jackson's school-
house stood to Woodlawn, for the purpose Of erecting a house of
worshlip for use of the Methodlst Lpilscopal Church.

gubsequently Joseph Whitaker and Groce Whitaker, hls wife,
of Chester County, Pa., and George P, Whitaker and nis wife, Ellza
Whitaker, of Cecil county, Maryland, by deed dated 10th November,
1859, donated and conveyed to the above-named tprustees one-half acre
of 1land in order to enlarge the cemetery. :

A new edifice was built in 1859 during the pastorate of
the Rev. Francis B, Harvey. Meny friends and members of his congre-
gation contributed thelr labor, skill, and hauling of materials in
constructing the church, On December 2, 1899, the incumbent trus-
tees, who were gamuel Whitaker, mdward D. Gehr, Joseph W. Whitaker,
Benjamin F. Thomas, John B. Gampbell, and Edmund Whitaker, filed
articles of incorporatlon with the Clerk of the Gircuit Court of
Cecil County, and on Mareh 5, 1900, Asbury M. E. Church of Cecll
County was incorporated under the laws of Maryland.

Through a generous bequest of Georgia May Taylor Bradfield,
Asbury wae rebullt 1n 1950 and re-dedlcated on July 8, 1951, 1In hor
memory & prouzeé plague wWa.s placed on the front of the church at that

time.



PERRYVILLE METHODIST

Perryville Methodist Episcopal Church was orgaenized 1in
1866 and asslgned to Charlestown Circult, which comprised Charles-
town,  Principlo, Asbury, and Perryville. The earliest Methodlst
meetings in Perryville were nheld twice & month in a boarding house
on o lot now owned by the Pennaylvanla Reilroad Company, and the
first church in that town was built in 1866-186T by the Methodlst
minister, the Rev. N. W. Bennum, : ‘

In 189% Perryville Church peceme & separate statlon and
the first pastor was the Rev. W. P, Taylor, whosae galary wos 4400
a year, The number of members wes 40, MWMr. Taylor wa.s succeeded
by the Rev, H. ¢, Budd, Jr., under whose leadership the present
church edifice was bullt at a cost of #7,200. It was dedicated
on June 28, 1896, when the sermon was preached by Dr. George .
Reed, president of Dickinson College.

The church is stone and Gothic in style. Tt stends at
the corner of Main astpreet and Susquehanna Avenue. In order %o
accomodate the growlng congregablion, a Sunday School room was
added to the church bullding in 1915 and dedilcated on December 17th
of that year. The cost of the addltion was #8,700.

During the pagtorate of the Rev, L. M. Broadway, who was
aasigned to Perryville in March 1926, a church house Was erected
on Susquehanna Avenue as & gift from Mr. and Mra., W. H. Cole. Thls
building wes dedicated on september 20, 1928, and 18 known as the
Broadway Methodlst Church House.,

Perryville now has 2 membershlp of 275 and a Sunday
School enrollment of approximately 200. The Rev, William H, Owens
has been pastor slince May 1956.



PRINCIPIO METHODIST

The first meetings of the Methodists in the vicinity of
Princliplo Furnace were held as early as 184% in a building used at
thet time as a school house and in the house later occupled by George
Price iWhitaker, These meetings were under the leadership of the
Rev. Samuel logan, 2 "local preacher", and Mr. Thomas g, Thomas,
father of the Rev. T. Snowden Thomas,

The ground on which the church now atands was purchased
from Levl H, Evens and his wife, Rachel S. lkvans, by Thomas S. Thomas,
James Gillesple, Samuel Logan, Jr., Willlam Dennison, and John F.
Knight. According to avallable records, the pregent structure was
erected in 1845 and the cornerstone was 1aid by Bishop Beverly Waugh.
The pastor was the Rev. P, J. Cox.

In 1859 the church was & member of the North Fzst Circult,
which consisted of North Bast, Charlestown, Hart's, Wesley Chapel,
and Principio. The circuit was re-formed 1n 1866 and Asbury, FPerry-
ville, Churlestown, and Principlo were grouped together,

~ In 1868 an addition was made to the cemetery, when a strip
of land bordering the church property on the easgt was purchased from
T.evl H. and Rachel 5. Lvans, -“

The church was legally incorporated on rebruary 20, 1874,
during the pastorate of the Rev. John D, Kemp. Tn 1893 Perryville
was detached from the circult and in 1897 Asbury was removed, leaving
Principlo and Charlestown ag one charge.

During the pastorate of the Rev., T. N, Glven from 1903 to
1905 the church was repalred, a gallery was removed, and new benches
installed. These_benches spe still in use at the present tlme.

in 190% additional land was purchused from Josephine Brom-
well and her husband, apd in Aprll 1918 property was purchased from
awin H. Rowland, all of which was transferred in 1921 to the Prin-
civlo Cemetery Assoclation.

Tn the aubtumn of 1936 extensive repalrs were made to the
building and formal re-opening services were held on December 13,
19%36. Rev., John N. Thornton was then pastor. Tn 1941 a new carpel
was bought and lald, and in 1942 new chalrs were bought .

The 100th snnlversary of Principio Church was celebrated
on October 21, 1945, The church was re-decorated in 1955 and stalned
-glass windows were installed., At the present time principlo together
gith Charlestown, Hart's, and Wesley Chavel constitute Charlestown
recult. 1
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BLYTHEDALE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

The Seventh-day Adventist Church at Blythedale was organlzaed
on April 1, 1911, by Elder Carlyle B, Haynes, who-came to Blythedale
to conduct a serlea of meetings. Hls first vislt occurred ln October
1910 in response to a specific request of members of the Houaehold of
Falth No, 1, & religlous sect which had been formed sbout 1877 and
was then approaching dissolution. This request was made by Mr. Levi
Patterson, one of the members, who had attended tent meetings belng
held in Baltimore by Mr., Haynes during the summer of 1910. A%t Mr,

- Patterson's request, the young preacher visited a small group ot
Blythedale and was invited by them to return to discuss a list of doc-
trinal subjects which he submitted. On October 10, 1910, the serles
of meetings was begun, and on April first of the followlng year a
church entlity was organized with a core of seven proselytes.

For several years following its organization the group met
in the church home of the Household of Falth:. ILater they transferred
their meetings to homes of the members. The membership began to in-
crease and by 1920 numbered 47 adherents, Among them was Edward Jack-
son, who reallzed the need of a sulteble meeting house for the growing
congregetion. Mr, Jacksonydonated a bullding site, advansced the nec-
esgary funds to buy materials, and supervised the erection of a churech
bullding, which was dedicated on October 2, 1920,

In September 1921 the first church school was held with an
enrollment of eleven pupils, with Miss Ruth Douglass as teacher. The
gchool was conducted in the rear of the church auditorium, belng sep-
arated from the main body of the church by a curtain, In 1930 the
gchool was moved to new quarters in the old Blythedale publlie school.
In 1931 the church auditorium was repsired and enlarged to 1is pres-
ent, size, The membership then stood at 58,

During the years of its existence the church membership has
shown a steady increase, reaching lts maximum of 209 1in 1942, Since
attaining this high record a number of members have been released in
order to promote new organlzations; one of which is located at Provl-
dence, Maryland. These churches are affiliated with the Chesapeake
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,

The Seventh-day Adventists are an ultra conservative Prot-
estant denomination. which first appeared in 1844 when e congregation
in Washington, N, H.,, began to observe the seventh day (Saturday) as
the Sabbath. They emphasize Biblical prophecy and belleve lm the lm-
minent pre-millenial return of Christ. They advocate the payment of
tithes for support of thelr organized work, which they seek to extend
abroad through medlcal missionaries, They believe that the living
righteous will be translated, that the righteous dead will be resur-
‘rected at the Second Advent, and that a new earth, created from the
rulns of the old, will be the .final .abode of the redeemed. -

At the end of 1951 their churches in the United States
numbered 10,835, with & membership of 803,000,
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IMMAGULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH, ELKTON

The history of thils church goes back to the year 1849,
as shown on its granite cornergtone, For several years before the
copnerstone was laild, the few Gotholic farmers hauled bullding
atones from the farm that adjoins the present Oblate Fathers House
of Study three miles north of Elkton.

The moving spirit behind the erectlion of a church builld-
ing was a widow from New York, Mrs, Butler Lyons, who had moved to
the locallty and rented from Henry €. Mackall, attorney-at-law, &
farm then called "Wilna" and in later years known as the Harvey &
Blake griast mill property. At that time the Tew geattered Catholicsa
10 the neighborhood were served by the Jesult Fathers from S5t. Fran-
ecls Xavier's Church (o1d Bohemia), who had charge of theentire Kast-
ern Shore of Maryland. They visited Elkton once &a month, carrylng
in their saddle-bags all the requisites for mass, Maogs was cele-
brated in the different homes, and finally Mrs, Lyons invited all
parishioners to make her home the regular place of worshlp.

One Sunday after mass Mrs. Lyong proposed to the prlest

- and people that enough stones be gathered from her farm to erect a

church bullding =nd asked the farmers to heul the stones during the

1ate Toll and winter months to the present locatlon. The necessary

1amd had been purchased by MNrg. Lyons on what ls now Bridge Street
in Blkton, where the church of the Immaculate Conception stands.

The hauling of stones continued for several winters, and

. then work was started on conastruction of the new church. This work

was under supervislon of the Rev. George King, 5. J., who was 1n
charge of all miseion work ln upper Gecil County. 1In aplte of many
hardshlips a church building one-half the size of the present struc-
ture and without a tower was finally finlshed., TIts walls are two
feet thick. The stone qork was done by George Rambo, of Newark,
Delaware, and the woodwork by his cousln, Jacob Rambo, who was well
known to Elktonians of & former generation, The church had only
plain glass wlndows and some discarded pews from a church in Baltl-
more. :

At this time the new church was under the jurisdictlon of
the archdiocese of Baltimore. rother King lived to see the dedica-
tion of the building but dled = ahort time later., Hls remalns were
taken to Washington Tor burial in the Jesult cemetery at Georgetown
University. It 1s of interest to note that the next Jesult prlest
to be buried in the same cemetery was the son of Father King. In
his early days Father King had been an Eplscopal clergyman and had
been married, On the death of his wife he became 2 convert to the
Gathollc falth and was ordained a prilest, THls son followed in his
footsteps and today they repose glde by side, a cilrcumstance which
38 unique 1n Catholic church anna.ls.
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The Jesult Fathers from 0ld Bohemia continued to serve the
church until 1864, when a priest was sent from Baltimore to take
charge of all churches in Cecll and Harford counties, Iu 1868 +the
Rev, Francls Blake was made the Tirgt permanent pastor. He remained
until 1871, About this time the diocese of Wilmlngton, Delaware,
wag formed with the late Blshop Becker as the first bishop. The
next pastor was the Rev, William Dallard (1872-1878). Father Dall-
ard bullt the tower in front of the church and also installed the
pregent bell, An item in a county newspaper of July, 1875, gald:
"The Cetholic church bell wag hung this week and was rung for the
first tlme on Thursday. It is the largest and best sounding bell
in the County".

The Rev, Peter Donaghy succeeded Father Dallard in 1879
and he was followed by the Rev, John Lyons, who was pastor until
1886, The Rev, John D, Carey, a native of Newark, N, J. served
until 1890, During Father Carey's pastorate the church was doubled
in size and a new cornerstone was laid in August 1889 by the late
Blshop Curtls of Wilmington. The new cornerstone contains both
dates 1849-1889, showing an interval of forty years from the original
bullding. - '

At this time new gtained glass windows were installed and
a new ilron fence was placed around the property. The Rev. John J,
Murphy, a very saintly prlest, was pastor from 1890 to 1892, He was
succeeded by the Rev, James Quigley for about a year, and he in turn
was followed by the Rev, William J. Bermingham, who 1s well remembered -
by hls older parishioners. During his pastorate the interior of the
church was repainted by J, Leeds & Son, of Atlantic City, N. J. The
palnting of the Last Supper above the main altar has recelved many
favorable comments.

The Rev, James Farley was pastor for a perlod of only three
weeks, when he wag stricken suddenly and passed away. The Rev. Jeorge
Bradford was pastor for a short time in 1895, and was followed by the
Rev., Vincent Campbell, who was in charge until 1901, In that year
‘the Rev, Peter Paul Arnd wasg sent to Elkton where he remained until
hig death in 1938, a vastorate of 37 years., Father Arnd bullt the
first parochial school on the Eastern shore, an outstanding feature
belng that it was completely free of debt on the day it opened, This
bullding served the needs of the parish to the present time,

In September 1956 a new school in Elkton Heights was
ovened with accommodations for approximately 500 pupils, The next
pastor was the Rev. George Creswell, 0.5,F,5., who died in 1946,
mourned by all who knew him, Catholic and non-Catholic alike, He
was Tollowed by the Rev. Charles Conway, who built the new school
mentioned above. UHe was recently replaced by the Rt. Rev. Monsignor
Franels 8, Lynch, with the Rev, James Eckrich as assistant pastor.

John J, Denver
November 17, 1956,
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JANES METHODIST

Mothodism in Rislng Sun grew from humble- beglonlngs in
the 1840's when Methodlst meetings were held before there was an
organized church. In those. early years & small-group.would meet®
to hear an occaslonal sermon preached by 2 Methodist. Ltlnerant
who chanced to be passing through Summer H11ll, a8 the town was
then called. Meetings were held by the Soclety of Friends in
thelr West Nottingham Meeting House about two miles west of tovn,
and services were also held in the Presbyterian Church at West
Nottingham, but they were not well attended by the people of
- Rlsing Sun, ‘

The first meetings of the Methodists in Rising Bun wero
held in a blacksmlth shop. owned by Mrs. garah langdon., Later the
meetings were moved to o .stone school house & ghort distance oub
of town. In the fall of 1849 a revival meeting was conducted in
Riging Sun by two evangelists from Lancaster, Pa, and, as & rasult
of the interest then aroused, a clags was formed and servlices were
held durlng the following winter and in the spring of 1850 with the
Rev, Thomes Simpers as pastor, FPlans were made to organlze & church
and build a place of worship, and in October 1851 the first Board
of Trustees of seven members was chosen, They wers J. Brown, John
Barnes, Joseph B. Thomas, David C. Perker, Davld Sheppard, George
Harris, and .John T. Reynolds.

TIn 1852 Rislng Sun was placed on Zlon ¢ircult with the
Rev, Semuel R, Gilllngham a8 paator, During this year Edwln Halnes
offered o bullding lot, which was accepted, but on account of lack
of resources the corner-stone of the proposed new bullding was not
184d untll October 1854. The . church was built at a cost of $1,800
and was dedicated one year later. The sermon on that occaslom Was
preached by the Rev, D. W. Bartine, of Lancaster, Pa. T

For 18 years this fipgt church served the congregablon
and Rising Sun remalned on the Zion Circuit., During that perlod
gome progress was made, as the original class of 19 had increased
to 85 members by 1871.

in the spring of 1871 thBHWilmington,Methodist‘Gonferenee
was formed and Zlon Circult was divided. Rising Sun, Hopewell, Mt .
Pleasant, and Rowlandvlille formed a new charge known a8 Rislng Sun
cireuit. The Rev, John W. Weston wag appolnted pastor. During the
following year the construction of a new church was undertaken. The
corner-gtone was lald 1n June 1872 and a brick bullding which coat
about $12,000 was erected by Charles W. Wilson, contractor.

The church vas incorporated 1ln 1878 under the laws .of .
+he State of Maryland ag Janes Methodlst® Epiacopal.Church.of Rising
Sun, Marylend, This name was selected in honor of Blshop Edward 5.
Janes, of New York, who was & prominent flgure in- the Methodlst
church at that time,

s



In the spring of 1886 Janes Church became a separate
station wlth the Rev, Isaac Jewell as pastor, and ln the same
year a parsonage was bullt at a cost of $2,500, During the in-
cumbency of Mr. Jewell a Sunday School was orgenized., The forma-
tion of an Epworth League was reported by the Rev., Willlam G.
Koons in 1895, 1Im 1904 a jubilee was held to celebrate the 50th
annlversary of the founding of the church,

On June 13, 1921, a dlsastrous flre destroyed Janes
Church wilth all its contents, including most of the church records.
The loyal members under the leadership of the Rev. Charles G. Herrls,
minister, took immediate steps to re-bulld. After much discusslon,
ag to the slte of the new church, it was declded to erect the bulld-
ing on the same lot which Mr, Haines had donated in 1852. In the
meantlme services were conducted in the Town Hall whlle constructlon

of the new church was in progress.

The contract was awarded to W, Louls Ryan and Son, of
Rising Sun, who commenced work in October 1921, It was completed
In two years and the new ediflce was dedlcated on November 23, 1923.
A plpe orgen was purchased and installed in March 1925 and dedicated
by the Rev, Jesse G, McCoy in the following October. In 1936 a new
parsonage was bullt at a cost of about £8,000, :

. The Rev, Henry T. Caldwell has been pastor of Janes
Church glnce 1949, It now hag a membershlp of approximately 350
and 1ts property has an estlmeted value of $140,000. This growth
hag been achleved through the combined efforts of pastor and mem-
bers who have contributed of thelr labor and means to creat an
endurlng monument to the cilvlie pride and religlous spirlt of the

comnunity .
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THE FIRST SUNDAY SCHOOL IN CECIL COUNTY

About the beglnning of the present century, Rev, John

Wilson, a minlster of the church known as Independents, came over
from Leeds, England, to assist the Cecll Manufacturing Company,
then recently organized on the Little Elk Creek, in Ceclil County,
for the manufacture of fine cloth, to which business Mr. Wilson

had served an apprenticeship in England,

, The Company not succeeding, Mr, Wilson bought the property
next above on the creek and bullt a woolen factory, which he called
New Leeds (now Haerlan's paper mill), and succeeded very well durlng
the War of 1812, With the asslstance of his nelighbors, Mr, Wllson
bullt the stone church, now standing, about the year 1812, and gath-
ered a considerable congregation, to whom he preached on Sundays.
He had a pleasant volce with a 1lttle of the Yorkshire dlalect,.

Tt was here that his daughter, Miss Sarah Wllson, organ-
ized a Sunday School in 1816--being the first in the county, if not
in the State. Mr. Ebenezer D. McClenahan, now living at the age of
86 years, was one of her scholars, and the only one now living.

At o convention of the Sunday schools of the county held
at Rising Sun, October 2, 1891, the subject of a memorlal to Misa
Sareh Wilson came up, end a commlttee was appointed, who reported
favorably, and suggested that a contrlbution of ‘5 cents per scholar
in the Sunday schoole of the county wonld erect a plain memorlal,
and the report was adopted., Afterward a committee was appointed
to ascertain if there was any earlier Sunday school 1n the county.

: Mr. McClenshen was present, and represented that he attended
Migs Wilson's Sunday school in 1816 and 1817, and he is satisfied .
that it was the First in the county; that it numbered from 30 to 40
scholars: that all through hls 1life the remembrance of the school and
the Christlan character of its founder, was a pleasant recollection,
ond he feels it his duty to do something to perpetuate her memory.

The committee to makeinqulry as To any prior Sunday school
in Ceell County being satisfied there wasg none, the followlng commlt-
tee was appointed at the Sunday School .conventlon, at Bay View, for
the purpose of making arrangements for ralslng the means required:
Rev. J, B, Jones, Bay View; James -McCauley, Leeds, and 8, T. Woodrow,
Liberty Grove. The sald committee now pragents the subject to the
Sundey schools of the county, that each may have an opportunity to
make & amall .contribution 1f they seo propar.

From the 30 or 40 scholars attending the first school,
the number hzs increased to thousands, and from ona school %o a
number approaching one hundred. No one doubts that the result
has been beneficial and is worthy of a memorlal to the memory of
Miss Wilson, :

/

Jemes McCauley, ' -
Leods, Md. 1892 L/’)



BOLINESS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Among the minor religlous bodles established in recent
years in Cecll County ls the Hollness Christian Church whlch 18
represented by two congregations - one at Frederlcktown and the
other at Pleasant H1ll.

This sect was founded in West Conshohocken, Pa, in 1894
and has slowly expanded 1n Pennsylvania end Marylend. Its doc-
trines are fundamentally those of the Wesleyan Methodists, the
governing offlcer belng a District. Elder,

A congregation wes organlized atb Plessant HALll in 1913
and shortly thereafter a small church wes erected for 1ts use.
As a result of incressed membership they were obliged to - seek
other accommodations -and in 1943 purchaged a larger building which
hed been erected by the Free Methodlsts of that village .about 1890,
but which had been vacent for some years aflter the latter group
disbanded. '

Phis frame bullding ie approximately 20 feet wide and
35 feet -long with a front vestlbule. Tmprovements have been made
from time to time, and in 1955 an {,-ghaped addition which 18 20
by 30 feet was bullt at the rear of the church to serve as &
Sunday School room. : ]

. The present membershlp of the Pleasent Hill church is
20 with a Sunday School enroliment of 95. The pastor 1s the Rev.
Paul D, Hilbert, of Elkton, Maryland. The trustees are George
Toater and John Shirer, of Pleasan® H111l, and Clifford Buckley,
of Newark, Delaware.

7-12-1955



Bible Class #1

4. K., Blake, Teacher
A, T, Miller, Assistant

J., Frank Blaeke
Alice Booth
Mary Bouchelle
Bell Crow
Hannah Crow
Mrs, Fogter
Joseph F, Holt
Benj. Miller
Frank Miller
Hegter Miller
James Miller
John V. Price
Harry C, Rose
Adell Slmpers
Apnie HSlmpers
Carrie Blmpers
Mrs. Thos, M, Tyson - 19

Female Blble Class

John C. Booth, Teacher
samuel T. Simpers, Ass't

Martha Astle
Hester Blake
Florence A, Burke
Annie Hayes
Martha Holt

Mary L. Holt
rachel H, Holt
rary larzalere
Mary Lynch
Begsle Mahoney
Fannie lMahoney
Viole Matthews
Mary B, Miller
Rachel Miller
Annie Searborough
Mery L, Simpers
Yattlie Slimpson
Mamlie Tyeon

Ella Vanpelt
Iillie White - 22

49

Mele Bible (lass

John E, Miller, Teacher
Nellie Simpers, Agsistant

A, L, Hood Blake
wm, K. Blake

Fred Booth

Frank Clark
George Clark

Wm, Clark

George Crow
gamuel Dunlap

J. Benj. Holt
Thos, p. Holt
Homer Ilarzalere
R, Chad larzalere
Ernest S, Miller
Wm, Miller

Henry Price
PThoma.s Price
Gteorge R. Rose
Wm. Thos. Slmpers
Jessgse H. Simpers
Robert C. Simpers
Thoa. M. Tyson

J. Glinton Whlte - 24

Female Tegtament ¢lasg

M, Eva Blake, Teacher
Mrs, A, T. MLllew, Ass't

11.11lanH. Blake
Rachel ¢. Blake
Eggle J. Blddle
Barbara L. Booth
Nellie Crow

Rebecca Hall

Mattie Hanma

Tmma L, Holt

Hattlie Mahoney

Mory L. Matithews
Lizzle McVey

Annge M, Miller
Nettie Scarborough
Victoria H, Slmpers
Maggie R. vhlte - 7



offlcers Elected April 6, 1884

supt. S, Kennard Blake
Aaslstant John M. Means

Secretary Joseph I, Holt
Librarian J. Frank Blake
Agsistant James M, Miller
Treagurer sarah R, Miller

Male Testament Class

sarah R, Miller, Teacher
Cornelia Scarborough, Ass't

Samuel Biddle
Jacob Fulton

Wm, Kirkpatrick
Carl largzalere
Benjamin McVey
Aldred Miller:
Aquilla B, Miller
Glarence A, Miller
mdwerd ¥, Miller
- George Miller
Caleb V. Rose
Jease Rose

Marion Rose
Harry Slmpers
George Weaver - 17

Male Infant Class

Buene Vigta Boulden, Teacher
Mrs, Jene Rose, Assistant

Ira Astle

galvin M, Blake
James Crow

T, Maxwell Fields
Chas, Harrigan
Norman Mearns
Allie Miller
Arthur Miller
Chas, Miller®h
Philip Miller
Cameron McVey
Frederick Rose
Herbert. Rose- - 15

Female Infant Class

Mattie Simpers, Teacher
Annie Miller, Assistant

Mamie Ashton
Annie Astle
Gertie Blddle
Sophlia Biddle
Carrie Booth
Georgia Booth
Lillie M, Harding
Mary Mahoney
Hester McCauley
Maude McCauley
Tizzlie Marple
Blva Miller

M. Ioulse Miller
Maggie Miller
Myrtle Miller
Sadie Miller
Sallie Miller
Madge Rose
Tizzie Simpers
Hattie Tyson
Ella Weaver
sallie White - 24



MINISTERS WBO

gy eD UNION METHORIHT

from 1860 to 1967

George Qulgley

vm, L. Paxton
camuel . Kurtz

VYalentine Gray
Albert L. Hond
yi11liam Potter
Thomas L., Poulson
John D. RIgE

John Barratt Menno
T, L, Tompkloson
J. Owen Gy pherd

A, D, Davis

John Fronce
Cgharles
v, A, I, 0'Prien

Thomeg Benton Hunter

Williem T, yaliant
A, 2, Prettymen
William R, Mowbray
7411ldem Y. Jompton
Jomes i itehell
illiam U, Briogs
Ui lmer Japgeaxrd
Jese C, MeCoy
Jogeoh A, Bucksoon
John ', Prettymen
ohnples U, Atklins

Georpe ‘i, e ohy
Robert =, gtevhens
fucion G, Povell

Ioula O, Rapdall
Perry O, 11l
narold funemaker
Robert 4. Nasg
Nenry Y. Schauer

©, Shepgpard

1836062
1062-64
1864-67
1867-68
1868-69
1.869=-T1
1871-72

GHURCH

1672-T3

1873% 14

- 187A-T1

1877-78
1078-82
1882-85
1.805=57
1887-09
1889-93
1893%=-94
1694-98
1698-01
1.901-04
1904=10
1910-1%
1914-15
1915-20
1920=22
192%5=355
1933-42
1942-44
194446
1946-48
1948-51,
1951-56
1956-59
1959-62
1062=-67



ZION METHODIST CHURCH

(@)
o

1810 - 19

“hile there is no documentary evidence, save the date plate
on the building, it serves & virtu-l certainty that the Methodist
Church at Zion origlnzted in the year 1810, We are inaebted to
vrs, 2. J. Smith for considerzble research into the past, research
through conferring with elderly members of our coummunity 2nd through
recollectiong of conversatlions of d~yz gone DY.

Tpsofar es can be reasondbly cstoblished, we believe that
the origin=l ZionLMethoéist Tplscopal Church wes a log structure
located just & fewfoaok into what is now the cemetery -- Just
behind the present bullding. A viegible depresged area in the ceme-
tery probably forms the outline of the orlginzl puildin Z.

4n interesting story concerning the old church and the first

%ttempt to provide 1t with hneat goes something 1ike thias  The

new-rnagled" stove was installed one aay in autumn and the ladles
came to church the Tfollowing sunday =--and fussed apd fumed because
the building was excesgsively warm. (There had been & great deal of
voiced objection to having the conforts of & stove in the house of
worship!) The ladies, 1n one volce placed the blame of the heat on
the contrantion so recently instelled -- only to discover later thet
there had been no fire in the stove that sabbath Day. Too many oetbl-
coats and too much temper had combined to raise the autumn tempera-
ture to apn uncomfortzble degree.

£3.00 8

The deed of the church property 1is oroperly recorded at the 01i10%
of the Clerk of the ¢ircuit Court for tecll County and bears the date |
"the 28th day of March, ln the year of our lord, 1833". The deed \
clearly stated that the prooerty was to be uged for church PUrposes, :
"ag there i:c a bullding cerectec¢ thereon". Thus it is clear that the 1
congtruction of the original church building preceduthe actual transfer
of nrooerty rights to the trustees. The consideration in the transier
sas "one Dollar in poecle”,

The donor - for such he was - Va8 Cyrus Oldham. The deed also
bears the signature of Ekleanor 0ldham, his wife - william Peirce, and
Jacob Frice wiltnessed the trensaction. The originul trustees were
Thomasg Spraston, i/111iam Thompson, Doct. John Fisher, Jr., Nathan Blake
and Dzvid Sheovard.

~ Zion was one of several points on the 7ion Circuit of the rhila-
delonhia Annual Conference in 1850, Records of Church business from
1810-1850- have been lost, apoarently; put reference is made in subse-
cuent records to fthne 0old Cecll Circult of which Zlon was presumapbly &
_point orior to 1850, From & hictorical sketch by the Rev. E, H, Hynsc
and copled from the menuscript by the Rev. A. P, Prettymen about 188"
and from the records of ministers following FKr., Prettyman, we have T
able to gother the Tfollowing information.
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Tn the soring of 1850, ¥ottingham Circull of the Philadelphia
Conference was divided -- Flk Ridge, Bethel, Zoar, Octoraro, b,
Rocky, and 5. John's were orgablzed ipto the Oxford Circult.
7ion, Ebehezer, Hooew:z1l, and Mt. Pleasant formed the Zlon Circuit,
under the pastorél charge of the Rev. Thomas . Slmpers, & locel
preacher of North Fasgt. The members elected to the Board of Stewards
were Dr. John Tlsher, pavid Prarker, John Barues, Joseph R, Thomas,
and Lavié Sheppard. The preacher's clzim of io50 was fully paid,
it yas reported, The membership of the circult toteled, of whom
95 peregons vere 1isted as probationers,

In 1852 St. John's, Union, Asbury and Rising sun were added
to the ecircult, a2lthough Rising Sun did not yet have & church.
The Rev. 5. R. Gillingham -@s preacher-in-charge, with the Rev.
Wwilliam M. Dalrymple, & loczl prea—her, employed &8s junlor preacher.
The Rev. A, Atwood was Pregiding ®lder. The Rev., David Jenness,
the Rev. John Perry (of B5t. John's), the Rev, Thomés Miller, and
the Rev. Thomas Warburton (poth of Unlon) were local preachers on
the circuit.

uring the year 1852, a parsonage Was purchased, and mortgaged,
put the clrcuit was obliged to sell it that same year, 1t seems. 1D
1867 it was declded that the parsonage should be located in %lon.

Up this time the minister in charge had resided at Brick Meet log
House (Calvert).

In 1868 the Philadelphia Gonference vas divided and Zlon Circult
wos then identified with the Wilmington Conference. In 1870 the '
circuit was again re-organized, this time with Zion, st. John's,
wbenezer, and Union making up the four polnts of the charge. In
1887 Union wasg removed From the #Zion Circult and placed on the Cherry
Hill charge. Thls 1eft the Zlon Circult with only three churches.

Tn 1890, under the po.gtorate of the Rev. 1. 1, Wood, Rosebank Church
was built and became +he fourth polnt on the clreult., However, in
189%, the congregatlon 2t 9t. John's requested that 1ts church be
made o station and the request wes -ranted. That same year (1893),
the church at Zlion was repullt. Whether or not this was the firet
or second rebullding, we cannot say.

In 1894 the payments on the porgonage at Zlon were completed.
The Cilrcult consisted of three churches -- Zlon, ibenezer, and Rose-
bank. In 1896, Union returpved %o the Zion Circult and purchesed a
one-fourth interest in the parsonage - st. John's origin=1l share.

On October 16, 1910, under the pastorate of the Rev. William H.
Briggs, the four churches met at Zlon to celebrate the centennial
occasion of the Zlon congregation. #our Tormer pastors were able to
be present at the celebration -- the Rev. A, P, Prettyman, the Rev.
. P. Compton, the Rev. V. R. Mowbray, and the Rev. J., M, Mitchell.

, During gubsequent years the cnurch at Zlon was painted on the
exterior and re-~decorated within. About 1925 an electric plant v
installed in the cellar of the church and provided current for 5F
lighting of the church and the parsonage. The plant wes the -
+., and Mre, David L. @Gifford, whose generosity had also prov~
e church with an organ geveral years prior to 1920,
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Tn 1934 the Zlon Community House was erected, under the pastor-
ate of the Rev. Charles H. Atking. The land was .donated by Mrs.
vavid L. GLfford. Mr. Ralph Gifford, of loulsville, Kentucky, cob-
tributed libera ly towatd the construction costs. All the excavatlng
was done by members of the church and regldents of the Zlon area.

The building committec wes mode up of the Rev. Mr. Atkins, C. C.
Epgland, Normzn R. Touchton, George Peterson, anéd Stanley Bowlsbey.
James Alexander, & respected and reverendé colored man of the com-
munity, assisted in the .work, The contract for the work was awarded
to Chas. R. Gibson apd hls son, John, of North East.

The bullding was opened to the public on HSedt. 2, 1934, with
the ton, T. Alan aoldshorough the apeaker, Ir. France, ol Port
Deposit, and Judge J. Owen Knotts,  -of Centon, apoke in the evening.
The following day, Bunday, geptember 3d, special gervices were held
in the Zion Church marking the occaslon. Dr. David VWood, the Rev.
4. B, Michaels, and the Rev. ©d. ~ollins sooke during the all-day
gervice. The fund ralsing was accomplished by .the Rev. C. H., Atklns

and the Rev. John . Prettyman. A& tot=l of 52,100 wes reallized from

the day's services, yhioh virctually offset the cantract price of #$2,17¢

Tn 1948, 7Zion Church became & part of the Cecll United Parish,
along wilth Hbenezer, Voore's Chapel, Leeds, Rosebank, ¢, John's, and
Union. 'The Rev. L. C. Randall becane minister-in-charge, He was
succeeded by the Rev. Perry 0. HLll in 1951, who in turn wes followed
by the Rev. Harold Nunemaker 1in 1957, at which time St. John's agalin
became o station. In 1959 the Cecll United Parish was divided into
the fast Cecll Parish, composed of Leeds, Moore's Chapel, and Union,
s0d the West Cecll farish com.ooscd of Zlon, Ebenezer, and Rosebank
under the ministry of the Rev. Harold Fordham.

Jithin recent years, since the establishment of the Parilsh,
the following men have agglsted in the minister-in-charge: The Rev.
Fred Pyke, the Rev. Donald O. Clendzniel; the Rev. Ronald Selbert,
the Rev. Chas. . Lau, the Rev. Wilson Tavis, the Rev. Robert Edwards,
and Mr. George B. Prettyman, or, _

of our churck

7o thogse who have bsen a part of the recent history/ there 1is
nothing routine about 1it. Rather, Lt is replete with werm and fond
recollections, reachlgng ba 'k even before our own time. While today
we hounor the past, we look forward to the towmorrows, with trust and
faith that Zion Methodist church may do ilts share 1ln promoting the
{ingdom of God.
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TEXT OF ADDRESS BY ERNEST A. HOWARD

Historian of the Historical Society of Cecil County
at the unveiling of an Historical Society marker at
St, Mary Anne's Church, North East, Maryland
Sunday, September 3, 1961

We have met here this afternoon to dedicate a marker which will iden~
tify St. Mary Anne's Church and its churchyard as one of the historic
spots of Cecil County. The occasion is an appropriate time to review its
historical background in order to understand why it is entitled to this

distinction.

Tt is general knowledge that the basic principle which motivated the
founding of the province of Maryland was religious toleration - a concept
then unknowm in the 0ld World. That this new ideal found a receptive
soil in Cecil County is evidenced by the number of different faiths which
took root soon after the county was formed in 167Lh, Its history is
unique with respect to the diversity and antiquity of these groups.

To illustrate: The Church of Fngland was established at Earleville
in 1692; the Jesuit fathers founded 0ld Bohemia Catholic Church in 170L;
the Quakers settled at East Wottingham in 1706; the Scotch~Irish founded
Rock Presbyterian Church in 1720; the Welsh built on Iron Hill in 1701
the first primitive Baptist Church in America; and as early as 168l a
sect known as Labadists established on Bohemia Manor, the only colony
of its kind in America.

For about 50 years following the arrival of the first colonists in
163l, religious freedom prevailed in Maryland. All creeds were tolerated,
and none was favored or preferred, There is no record that any resident
of Maryland was ever branded or had his ears cropped for refusing to
accept the religious beliefs which some one else sought to impose on him.

This period of harmony in Maryland under the mild government of
Lord Baltimore was ended by a great political revolution in England in
1688 which resulted in placing the Protestants King William and Queen
Mary on the throne in place of the Catholic soverign, James IIL. Upon
the accession of William and Mary, Lord Baltimore was divested of his
authority in the province and was succeeded by a Royal Governor,
Sir Lionel Copley. The Maryland colonists who were members of the Church
of England thereupon appealed to the Colonial Assembly "that their re-
ligious rights and liberties be secured under a Protestant Government",
and the Assembly passed the so-called Vestry Act.
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TEXT OF ADDRESS BY BRNEST A. HOWARD (cont.)

This act was signed by Governor Copley on June Qs 1692, Under its
terms the ten counties then composing the province were laid out into
thirty parishes and provision was made for support of the ministers of
such parishes. A11 the territory which now constitutes Cecil Counity was
pleced in one parish and given the name of "North Sagsafrax". The
organization of this parish was completed on January 10, 1693 and plans
were made to build a church at Barleville, which was called "gt, Stephen's'.
By the terms of the Vestry Act an annual :poll tax on each individual
freeholder in the parish was fixed at L0 pounds of tobacco, and all per-
sons, regardless of their religious views, were obliged to pay this tax
to support the Established Church. The sheriff of the county was re-
quired to collect the tax in cach parish and pay it over to the church
vestry. 1In 1763 the tax rate was reduced to 30 pounds of tobacco per
annum, the price of which was about five cents a pound.

As the population of Cecil County expanded northward, the General
Assembly, in April 1706, passed an Act erecting a second parish known
as "North Elk". Ib embraced that par® of the county north of the Elk
and east of the Susquehanna River. LU Was roughly the shape of a
trapezium and was about 20 miles long and 10 miles broad. Tn 1736 the
number of taxables 1living in this area of 200 square miles was 928..

The early history of North Elk parish ig veiled in obscurity,
but it is known that a few years after it was erected, the vestry
sent a petition to the Bishop of London, under whose jurisdiction the
Established Church in Maryland had been placed, asking for the services
. of a minister and for a donation of books for the parish. The petition
stated that a church had been built and that the revenue of the parish
was about-& LO a yeara The bishop was unable to send them a minister
at once, bubt the church was presented with a large Bible which was
printed at Oxford, England, in 1716, by John Baskett, the royal printer;.
also with a book of common prayer with the title page printed in black
and red, and silver communion vessels made in London in 1717 These
gifts, which have been cherished possessions of the church ever since,.
were bought with Queen Anne's Bounty -+ & term applied to funds set
aside in England for missionary work of the church overseas and allo-
cated before the Queen’s death in 171l

In the absence of other explanation, it has been assumed that in
grateful memory of the good Queen, her name was added to the name
ng¢ Mary's" by which the church was originalily called, so that it
became "St. Mary Anneis' and has SO remained,

One of the early ministers was the Reve Walter Hackett, who
stated in his first report to the Society for Propogation of the
Cospel, that his baptisms were numerous, oOne of them being an Indian
and four others colored persons. This 1s an indication that benefits
of the Gospel were not withheld because of race or colors
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TEXT OF ADIRESS BY ERNEST A. HOWARD (Cont.)

Mr. Hackett died in 1735 andwas succeeded in that year by the Reve
William Wye, during whose administration the present church building was

erected,

Tn 1742 an Act was passed by the Assembly authorizing a levy of
1800 to be used for the erection of a new church and vestry-house, and
an agreement to that e ffect was made with Henry Baker, one of the vestry-
men. Mr. Baker was given the title +to the old church in addition to
the sum levied, and the specifications for the edifice he was to build
stated that it was to be erected "where the old church now stands's
On the cornerstone is an inscription showing the name of the rector,
followed by the initials of the vestrymen in 1743. Their names Were
Henry Baker, Nicholas Hyland, Zebulon Hollingsworth, Edward Johnson,
Thomas Rickets, and John Currer, They were among the most prominent
and patriotic citizens of the Countye.

There is evidence to support the belief that Samuel Gilpin, whose
home still stands ab Gilpin's Falls, was employed to do the carpenter
work, because an entry in the vestry-book shows that he was directed
in 1751 to finish the vestry-house as soon as possible,

Architecturally the church reflects the period in which it was
built, the bricks being laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers and
stretchers. It has a gambrel roof of Dutch type, four windows on
each side with round arches, and a bull's eye window high in the west
wall,

Tn the early days of the parish the rector.and his vestry were
clothed with civil, as well as ecclesiastical duties. In addition
to serving as tax collectors and inspectors of tobacco, they acted
as magistrates and exercised control over the morals of the people.
Vested with these police powers it is not difficult to understand
why the Established Church was unpopular. When the colonies declared
their independence from England in 1776 the church disintegrated and
the clergy were faced with agrave dilema. They had pledged allegiance
to the British crown, but the patriots were in no mood to defend the
King and, for this reason, most of the ministers found it expedient
1o leave the country or retire to private life.

Tn the fall of 1780 Dr. William Smith, a zealous churchman and
first president of Washington College in Chestertown, called a
convention in the hope of saving the Anglican church from ruin. Only
two clergymen and 2], laymen answered his call and, on this meager
foundation, Dr. Smith proceeded to reorganize the church., It was Drs
Smith's work that carned for him the title of "Father of the Episcopal
Church", for it was in Bmmanuel Church in Chestertown, on November 9,
1780, that the name "protestant Episcopal' was officially adopted for
the Church of England in the United States.

e
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One of the teachers at Washington College under Dr, Smith, was
the Rev. Joseph Coudon, who had been headmaster of the Kent County
School preceding Dre Smith, Mr. Joseph Coudon, who was the first
Episcopal clergyman to be ordained in America, became rector of
St, Mary Anne's in 1787 and served until his death five years latere

The low state of religion at that time may be inferred from the
fact that in the first census of 1790, the Rev. Joseph Coudon is the
only minister listed in Cecil County. He was one of a lengthy roster
of 53 ministers who have served the parish since its creation in
1706, The list is too long to recount, but it includes such eminent
names as William Duke, Robert L. Goldsborough, Enoch K, Miller and
Giles B, Cookew

The parish of North Elk was the parent of Trinity parish
created in 1832 and of Susquehanna parish created in 1913?

The bell tower was added in 190k by Dr. Robert S. BrooKings as

a memorial to his father and mother and brother, whose remains rest by
the side of the church.  Drs Brookings, founder of the famous
Brookings Institution in Washington, was born at the home of his
grandfather, Robert Carter, in the lijth District of this Countye

This venerable church has stood the test of more than two
conturies. It is commended as a stately and attractive structure.
There are _other churches with more ornate and even bizarre features
which will never enjoy the dignity and charm of St., Mary MnefsS. To
the patriotic, the civic-minded, and the devout, it is an inspiration
and source of pride.

It was built by men who had a firm pelief in the Christian religion,
and it has justified their faith over the years. Tt has survived
through good days and perilous days - and this is an achievement

which the Historical Society of Maryland today recognizes by erection

of this marker.
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